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INDIA. 

"WE  WAIT  FOR  LIGHT." 

BY  MRS.  W.  B.  CAPKOX. 

In  one  of  my  houses  where  lives  a  widowed  daughter,  who 
reads  the  Bible,  was  her  mother.  Yesterday  she  left  our  earth 
for  heaven.  It  would  be  distrusting  the  free  and  boundless  love 
of  the  world's  Redeemer  to  say  otherwise  or  think  otherwise.  The 
Bible-woman  and  I  find  comfort  and  fresh  assurance  in  talking 
about  her.  We  think  it  a  great  honor  to  be  linked  to  the  realities 
now  breaking  upon  her,  for  her  thoughts  will  return  to  us,  and 
will  be  tender  and  grateful.  I  never  have  left  this  dear  woman, 
in  the  many  visits  of  four  years,  that  she  has  not  earnestly  said  to 
me,  "You  will  pray  for  light;  I  want  light."  .Sometimes  I 
would  say,  "  We  walk  by  faith,  not  by  sight;"  to  which  she  would 
reply,  "  This  cloudiness  within,  that  makes  things  that  you  say 
fade  away  —  I  want  it  taken  away,  so  that  they  will  be  strong  and 
bright  all  the  time." 

On  the  16th  of  October,  in  the  morning,  when  rising  from  family 
prayers,  I  found  this  dear  woman  standing  by  my  chair,  much 
delighted  at  having  been  in  season  to  hear  the  prayer.  Said  she: 
"  My  son  was  coming  to  the  dispensary,  and  I  have  come  with  him. 
I  knew  that  you  would  give  me  a  word  about  Jesus."  The  full 
tide  of  a  Monday  morning's  duties  was  setting  in,  but  this  seeker 
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for  light  had  the  first  claim.  I  took  up  the  story  of  the  woman  of 
Samaria,  and  a  brighter  face  than  hers  one  seldom  sees,  as  one 
point  after  another  was  gathered  up  by  her  eager  mind.  As  she 
left,  she  said,  "  I'll  ask  the  Bible-woman  to  go  over  all  this  with 
me,  and  then  it  will  be  mine."  She  was  impressed  by  the  way  the 
woman  of  Samaria  went  to  tell  others  what  she  had  heard.  "I 
must  think  about  this,"  she  said,  "  and  do  as  she  did,  whenever  I 
hear  anything  new." 

It  so  happened  that  I  was  to  begin  with  Bible-woman  Eliza- 
beth's list  of  houses  on  that  very  afternoon;  and  she,  not  know- 
ing what  had  occurred  in  the  morning,  had  arranged  that  this 
friend's  house  should  be  one  of  the  four  in  which  should  be  told 
again  the  blessed,  heavenly  message.  As  I  drove  to  the  door,  her 
son,  a  young  man  of  twenty-five,  ran  across  the  street,  and  stood 
on  the  door-step  with  his  welcome.  "I  am  coming  too,"  he  said; 
and  sitting  close  at  my  feet,  he  listened  as  if  for  his  life.  He  had 
done  this  before,  but  I  had  never  been  so  moved  as  now,  to  be  the 
link  that  should  forever  unite  the  waiting  Saviour  to  the  seeking 
soul. 

I  selected  the  parable  of  The  Lost  Sheep,  although  I  well  remem- 
ber explaining  it  before  in  that  house.  The  mother,  as  I  began, 
said:  "Oh,  I  know  about  that!  I  am  glad  to  have  you  tell  it 
again."  « 

This  was  to  be  my  last  message  to  both  mother  and  son.  We 
went,  step  by  step,  over  the  precious  revelation  of  the  Love  that 
seeks  everyone.  "  Tumbey  "  (younger  brother),  "do  you  under- 
stand?" was  my  constant  question.  I  felt  sure  that  he  did.  The 
next  day  he  said  to  the  Bible-woman:  "I  must  own  the  whole 
Bible,  and  read  it  all.  I  think  that  this  house  may  join  the 
Christians."  On  the  4th  of  November  he  was  attacked  with 
cholera,  and  died  in  a  few  hours.  On  the  6th  of  November  this 
fearful  disease  seized  the  mother.  The  Bible-woman  was  going 
for  her  usual  visit,  much  considering  how  she  should  talk  about 
the  dead  son.  The  sufferer  was  rejoiced  to  see  her,  and  drew  her 
down,  that  she  might  put  her  arms  around  her  neck,  and  kiss  her.' 
"  My  time  is  come.  I  am  going  to  Jesus.  How  are  the  walls  of 
heaven?  and  how  are  its  gates?"  she  asked. 

The  Bible-woman  replied:  "  The  walls  of  heaven  are  built  of 
precious  stones  beyond  all  price,  and  the  gates  of  heaven  are 
pearls  and  gold."  She  closed  her  eyes,  and  seemed  in  thought. 
Opening  them,  she  said:  "It  seems  as  if  I  could  see  them.  Get 
the  Book,  and  read  about  the  beautifully  built  city."  All  her 
children  and  many  friends  were  there.  Motioning  for  all  to  sit 
down  and  be  quiet,  she  said:  "Jam  going  to  heaven  and  to  Jesus. 
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Listen  carefully  to  what  she  now  reads.  All  of  you  must  come  to 
heaven."  She  asked  to  have  the  first  verse  of  the  twenty-first 
chapter  of  Eevelation  read  over  and  over.  When  the  Bible- 
woman  read  the  twenty-third  verse,  she  asked  her  to  read  it  again 
When  this  was  done  she  repeated,  with  a  solemnity  that  seemed 
illumined  by  heaven's  own  radiance:  — 

;<  1  The  glory  of  God  shall  lighten  it.'  How  wonderful!  And 
the  righteous  are  to  shine  as  the  sun."  She  never  forgot  the  para- 
ble of  The  Tares  and  the  Wheat,  the  first  I  ever  explained  to  her ; 
and  I  have  always  thought  thot  her  constant  desire  for  light  and 
brightness  within  "  sprang  from  the  teaching  then  given.  Again 
she  repeated:  — 

"  1  The  righteous  shall  shine  as  the  sun.'  That  is  always  in  my 
mind."  Looking  around  upon  her  relatives,  she  said:  "  I  am  not 
afraid  to  die.  I  am  going  to  heaven."  Turning  to  Elizabeth,  "If 
the  lady  comes  from  Melur,  to-night,  she  will  pray  for  me,  that 
Jesus  will  receive  me  where  it  is  all  light."  Many  precious  words 
from  Jesus,  the  Saviour,  were  told  to  her. 

The  next  day  we  heard  that  she  was  considered  out  of  dan- 
ger. The  shock  to  her  system,  however,  was  such  that  she 
could  not  rally.  On  Saturday,  the  11th,  the  Bible-woman  found 
her  dying.  She  tried  to  speak,  but  the  tongue  refused  to  obey. 
Her  expressive  eyes  and  a  faint  gesture  gave  token  that  she  could 
listen.    Elizabeth  said  to  her:  — 

"You  must  now  go  on  without  us.  Take  firm  hold  with  your 
heart  of  the  Saviour,  Jesus,  and  he  will  be  with  you,  and  never  for- 
sake you."  Her  eyes  still  fixedly  looking  at  the  Bible-woman,  the 
question  was  asked,  "  What  shall  I  say  to  the  lady  ?  " 

Making  great  effort  she  was  able  to  say,  "  For  me — for  me,"  and 
no  more.  The  verse  was  then  wisely  repeated  to  her  which  is  now 
recited  by  dear  women  all  over  the  city,  and  which  the  dying 
woman  herself  had  taught  to  others:  "  For  God  so  loved  the  world, 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  The  eyes 
closed,  and  were  never  opened  again. 

The  daughter,  in  simple  and  touching  words,  described  the  long 
night. 

"  Her  breathing  was  hard,  and  some  one  said,  '  Those  whom  the 
gods  love  die  easily.'  Thinking  that  my  mother  might  hear  it.  I 
went  to  her,  and  said:  '  Mother,  hold  firmly  to  the  Saviour.  Don't 
turn  from  him.  Don't  think  of  us.  Think  only  of  Jesus,  the 
Saviour.'  Many  times  in  the  night,  when  some  one  would  say 
something  about  'our  ways,'  I  went  to  her  and  said  these  words, 
and  at  half-past  three  she  was  gone.  The  Lord  Jesus  took  her  to 
heaven. 
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Thus  did  this  dear  child  put  forth  her  little  faith  for  her 
mother's  sake.  "  We  trust  in  the  living  God,  who  is  the  Saviour 
of  all  men,  especially  of  those  that  believe,"  that  when  we  have 
given  this  message  in  faith  and  love,  he  will  do  all  the  rest  in  his 
own  time,  and  his  own  way. 

"Seek  Him  that  turneth  the  shadow  of  death  into  the  morn- 
ing.   The  Lord  is  his  name." 


TURKEY. 

REVIVALS  IN  TURKEY. 
It  is  with  the  greatest  gratitude  that  we  are  able  to  give  our  readers  joyful 
news  like  the  following.   Miss  Twitchell  writes  from  Broosa:  — 

I  am  sure  you  will  rejoice  with  us  in  the  blessing  that  has  come 
to  us  during  the  past  week.  Our  eyes  were  first  opened  to  it  on 
Sunday,  when  several  of  the  girls  in  Mrs.  Baldwin's  Sunday-school 
class  came  to  her  in  great  trouble  over  their  sins.  They  had  been 
in  trouble  many  days,  and  were  so  completely  broken  in  spirit  that 
the  help  she  gave  them  was  gladly  received,  and  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore they  felt  sure  their  sins  were  forgiven.  Our  Sunday-school 
was  unusually  full  that  day,  several  of  our  day-scholars  and  some 
others  having  come  in.  Both  solemnity  and  frivolity  are  very  con- 
tagious in  a  school,  and  the  earnestness  of  those  few  girls  spread 
very  rapidly.  Our  golden  text  that  day  was,  "Neither  is  there  sal- 
vation in  any  other:  for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven 
given  among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved."  I  recall  very  pleas- 
antly the  earnest  face  of  one  girl,  a  new  scholar  last  fall,  who  lis- 
tened with  marked  attention  to  the  exposition  of  the  text,  and  who 
was  able  to  say  two  days  later:  "I  have  become  a  child  of  God. 
He  has  forgiven  me." 

The  spirit  of  earnestness  did  not  fall  away  with  the  Sunday,  but 
was  manifest  in  many  ways,  while  some  faces  showed  such  joy  that 
we  could  not  doubt  the  reality  of  the  new  birth.  On  Sunday  night, 
at  the  close  of  the  twilight  devotions,  Mrs.  Newell,  feeling  sure  that 
many  were  thinking  seriously,  asked  that  all  who  really  wanted  to 
be  Christians  would  rise.  In  a  moment  every  scholar  in  the  room 
was  on  her  feet.  We  sang  with  them,  "  Just  as  I  am,  without  one 
plea,"  in  Turkish,  and  then  knelt  with  them  again  in  prayer.  One 
after  another  followed,  sending  up  earnest  petitions  to  the  Lord, 
who  knows  all  languages,  and  who  was  listening  to  hear  the  cries, 
some  of  which  were  unintelligible  to  us.  When  we  asked  the  girls 
who  would  try  to  bring  some  one  else  to  the  Saviour,  every  hand 
was  raised. 

The  question  will  at  once  arise  in  your  minds  whether  we  con- 
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sider  that  they  are  all  Christians.  That  I  cannot  tell  yet.  We  be- 
lieve that  some  of  them  are  ;  we  are  sure  they  are.  While  all  were 
feeling  so  deeply  on  Tuesday  night,  one  said,  "I  do  not  believe 
God  will  leave  anyone  out  to-night."  Whether  or  not  the  whole 
number  are  safely  within  the  fold,  I  believe  every  one  received  an 
impression  which  it  may  be  our  privilege  to  nourish  into  a  fixed 
purpose. 

At  the  suggestion  of  one  of  the  teachers,  each  one  has  chosen  one 
or  more  of  the  day-scholars  to  pray  and  labor  for  individually,  and  it 
is  not  hard  to  guess  what  the  subject  of  conversation  is  when  I  see 
them  at  recess,  conversing  earnestly  in  little  groups,  for  the  answer- 
ing smile  at  a  look  of  approval  tells  the  story  very  plainly.  The  ex- 
perience of  some  of  the  girls  has  been  very  bright  and  happy.  One 
said :  "  I  am  going  to  write  to  my  mother  that  I  am  a  different  girl. 
I  am  not  the  girl  she  knew.  I  love  these  girls  with  a  different 
love."  It  was  pleasant  to  know  that  one  of  the  influences  that  led 
the  girls  to  long  for  something  higher  than  they  had  known,  was 
the  consistent,  happy  Christian  life  of  some  of  the  girls  who  had 
become  Christians  before  them.  They  saw  there  was  something  in 
their  lives  which  they  had  not,  and  they  wanted  it.  We  earnestly 
desire  and  pray  that  the  work  may  extend  much  farther  than  our 
little  family.  It  is  much  harder  to  reach  our  day-scholars,  who  are 
under  our  influence  much  less  than  the  boarding  pupils,  and  this 
seems  the  best  opportunity  we  have  ever  had  of  impressing  them, 
while  they  are  roused  by  the  interest  of  others. 

I  asked  one  of  the  girls  the  other  day  why  she  thought  she  was 
a  Christian.  "O,"  she  said,  "I  am  very  different."  "In  what 
way?"  I  asked.  "O,  I  have  some  love  in  my  heart,"  she 
answered. 

Miss  Seymour  writes  from  Harpoot :  — 

The  week  before  Christmas,  Mr.  Browne  and  I  left  Harpoot  for 
the  city  of  Choonkoosh.  We  went  fresh  from  the  inspiration  of  a 
meeting  held  in  Harpoot,  to  which  the  pastors  and  preachers  in 
all  our  field  had  been  invited.  There  was  no  business  brought 
forward,  but  the  key-note  of  the  meeting  seemed  to  be  the  uni- 
versal desire  of  all  hearts  for  the  presence  and  baptism  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  an  eagerness  to  learn  the  ways  and  means  by  which 
this  blessing  might  be  obtained  by  these  pastors  and  their  people. 
It  was  delightful  to  see  the  longings  after  a  more  spiritual  minis- 
try. The  gatherings  were  held  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  new 
college-building,  and  it  was  very  pleasant  thus  to  consecrate  it  by 
meetings  that  made  us  feel  that  we  were  sitting  in  heavenly 
places.    The  Choonkoosh  pastor  was  present,  and  throughout  the 
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meeting  expressed  his  desire  for  more  spirituality  for  himself  and 
his  people. 

According  to  a  previous  promise,  Mr.  Browne  and  I  left  soon 
after  that  meeting  for  Choonkoosh.  We  made  all  haste  to  cross 
the  mountain  before  the  deep  snow  should  come,  and  so  render 
our  journey  over  it  impossible.  A  two  days'  journey,  part  of  it 
through  such  dense  clouds  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  that  we 
seemed  to  be  riding  through  a  weird  darkness,  though  the  ground 
was  covered  with  snow,  and  it  was  noonday,  brought  us  to  Choon- 
koosh, where  we  received  a  warm  welcome  from  pastor  and 
people. 

The  first  week  in  the  daily  meetings  there  was  a  series  of  ser- 
mons on  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  seemed  to  just  meet  the  wants  of 
the  people.  From  the  first,  there  seemed  to  be  a  ready  response  to 
the  invitations  to  pray  in  the  meetings,  several  rising  to  their  feet 
at  once.  Two  weeks  of  preparation,  filled  with  preaching,  prayer, 
visiting  from  house  to  house,  and  pressing  home  the  truths  of  sal- 
vation to  individual  souls,  passed  away,  and  our  hearts  were  re- 
joiced, as  we  hoped  that  a  few  of  those  for  whom  we  had  been 
laboring  had  commenced  a  new  life  for  Christ. 

All  at  once  the  mercy-cloud  which  during  these  two  weeks 
had  seemed  to  be  gathering  over  our  heads,  began  to  pour  out  its 
blessing  upon  us.  The  first  Sabbath  morning  of  the  Week  of 
Prayer  came.  We  felt  that  in  the  great  cloud  of  incense  ascend- 
ing to  the  throne  of  grace  in  all  parts  of  the  earth,  there  were 
earnest  prayers  for  us  and  for  our  work.  Did  not  some  of  you 
especially  remember  us  that  day?  In  the  sunrise  meeting,  the 
text  of  the  sermon  was  the  question  of  Elijah  :  "  How  long  halt  ye 
between  two  opinions?"  The  perfect  stillness  which  prevailed 
told  how  the  truth  was  making  its  impression  on  all  hearts.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  was  ever  in  an  assembly  where  the  Spirit  was  so 
manifestly  present,  except  in  the  days  when  Mr.  Finney  used  to 
preach — in  the  days  of  my  childhood.  Although  almost  too  young 
then  to  understand  the  reason,  the  vivid  remembrance  of  the  im- 
pressive stillness,  betokening  the  manifested  presence  and  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  will  never  be  effaced  from  my  mind. 

For  the  first  time  during  our  stay  in  Choonkoosh  there  was  an 
invitation  given  to  those  who  were  resolved  to  wait  no  longer,  but 
were  ready  to  make  the  decisive  choice,  to  rise  at  the  close  of  the 
sermon.  A  few  moments  of  silent  and  almost  breathless  interest 
followed,  — moments,  also,  of  pleading  for  the  help  of  the  Spirit, — 
and  then  one  young  man,  who  with  his  brother  had,  during  the 
previous  week,  commenced  a  new  life,  rose  to  his  feet,  and  then 
another,  and  another,  until  at  last  quite  a  company  stood  up  in  the 
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midst  of  the  crowded  assembly.  A  prayer  of  thanksgiving,  then 
the  benediction,  and  the  congregation  were  requested  to  leave; 
only  those  who  had  risen,  and  any  others  who  wished  to  join  them, 
but  who  through  timidity  had  been  deterred  from  rising,  were 
invited  to  remain.  No  one  stirred.  The  pastor  then  gave  an 
earnest  talk,  and  again,  after  a  second  benediction,  requested  the 
congregation  to  go ;  and  still  the  greater  part  refused  to  leave.  A 
prayer-meeting  followed,  and  at  its  close  all  were  dismissed  with  a 
third  benediction,  the  people  having  remained  from  seven  till  ten 
o'clock. 

That  day  was  a  deeply  solemn  one.  In  the  intervals  between  the 
meetings  women  came  to  talk  about  their  spiritual  state.  Those 
who  were  hardly  Protestant  would  ask:  "  Teacher,  what  can  I  do  to 
conquer  my  evil  nature  ?  I  have  tried,  and  cannot  do  it."  The  more 
spiritually  minded  of  the  sisters  were  ready  to  talk  and  pray  with 
these  inquirers.  One  woman  told  me,  as  I  urged  her  at  once  to  give 
her  heart  to  Christ:"  "Yesterday,  when  you  were  at  our  house,  I 
made  up  my  mind  that  I  would  begin  to  learn  to  read.  Yecsa  (a 
neighbor)  has  promised  to  begin  with  me ;  and  then,  just  as  soon  as 
my  heart  is  made  soft  by  reading,  I  am  going  to  become  a  Chris- 
tian." She  said  this  with  a  beaming  face,  as  if  she  was  sure  her 
plan  would  meet  my  most  hearty  approval. 

Through  all  the  Week  of  Prayer,  whenever  the  opportunity  was 
given  to  manifest  the  desire,  many  seemed  to  be  seeking  the  way 
of  life,  and  every  day  men  came  to  the  pastor's  study  for  conversa- 
tion on  their  spiritual  state.  About  forty  young  men  gladly  re- 
sponded to  the  call  to  spend  at  least  two  evenings  in  the  week  visit- 
ing from  house  to  house,  and  they  went  in  pairs,  in  true  apostolic 
style, —  "Brave  soldiers  of  the  Lord,"  Mr.  Browne  called  them. 
And  as  they  often  came  in,  in  little  companies,  hearty,  sturdy  young 
men  with  glowing  faces,  to  give  in  some  encouraging  report,  the 
same  expression,  "Brave  soldiers  of  the  Lord,"  always  came  into 
my  mind.  The  women,  too,  were  much  awakened.  Every  morning 
before  light  they  were  found  in  their  places  in  the  Chapel,  even  be- 
fore the  men  had  collected ;  and  I  never  had  to  seek  a  guide  in  visit- 
ing from  house  to  house.  Two  or  three  of  the  sisters  always  had 
some  special  families,  or  some  quarter  which  they  wished  me  to 
visit. 

What  a  help  and  strong  staff  was  Badashan,  one  of  the  teachers 
of  the  girls'  school,  a  graduate  from  our  Harpoot  Seminary! 
Though  young,  the  women  revere  her.  and  look  to  her  for  counsel. 
At  the  close  of  a  sermon  in  which  Malachi's  words,  "  Bring  ye  all 
the  tithes  into  the  storehouse,"  were  dwelt  upon,  she  told  me  she 
had  made  up  her  mind  to  give  one  month's  salary  to  the  Lord,  and 
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asked  how  she  could  give  it  to  the  best  advantage.  A  part  was 
given  to  the  Choonkoosh  work,  a  portion  to  Koordistan,  and  the  re- 
mainder devoted  to  the  salary  of  the  preacher  in  her  native  village. 
And  Badashan  is  the  daughter  of  a  widow,  and  probably  nearly  all 
her  salary  is  used  for  the  support  of  the  family.  We  could  not 
always  stay  at  Choonkoosh,  and  we  left  the  city  knowing  that  the 
pastor  and  his  earnest  co-workers  would  carry  on  the  extra  meetings 
which  had  been  begun.  A  large  party  accompanied  us  down  the 
hill,  on  the  side  of  which  the  city  is  built,  and  quite  a  distance  on 
our  road.  Then  as  we  stood  in  the  snow,  the  men  with  uncovered 
heads,  a  prayer  was  offered,  and  we  parted  with  regret  from  our 
warm-hearted  friends.  But  the  young  men  said  they  should  wait 
there  till  we  had  reached  a  certain  place  in  our  road  which  would 
give  their  last  view  of  us.  So  on  we  went.  As  we  reached  the  top 
of  a  hill  we  stopped,  for  we  could  hear  their  voices  singing  in  the 
distance,  and  the  words  of  the  hymn  "  How  sweet  the  name  of 
Jesus  sounds"  came  to  us  through  the  clear  air.  Down  into  the 
valley,  and  again  climbing  another  hill,  we  heard  their  voices  for 
the  last  time,  and  clear  and  strong,  over  those  snow-covered  hills 
and  through  that  clear  winter  air,  came  the  words,  "Hold  the  fort, 
for  I  am  coming." 

Under  date  of  March  3, 1883,  Miss  E.  T.  Maltbie,  Principal  of  the  Girls' 
Boarding-School  in  Sarnokov,  wrote  to  one  of  her  associates,  who  is  now  in 
this  country :  — 

"  Praise  God,  from  whom  all  blessings  flow." 

Tou  shall  have  the  first  praise-letter.  We  sang  the  doxology 
with  full  hearts  at  our  prayer-meeting  last  evening  {Friday),  for  the 
Lord  has  come  !  Praise  ye  His  holy  name.  Never  have  we  seen 
such  glorious  days  in  Samokov.  How  much  we  wish  you  were 
here  to  enjoy  them  with  us — to  help  in  gathering  in  the  sheaves  for 
the  dear  Master.  The  blessing  has  "  come  down  like  rain  upon  the 
mown  grass."  No  human  agency  can  have  any  of  the  glory;  it  is 
all  of  God's  mercy.  We  are  very  thankful.  Our  hearts  are  full  of 
praise. 

The  six  o'clock  morning  prayer-meetings  have  increased  in 
interest  every  day.  Thus  far  the  work  seems  to  be  confined  to 
those  who  profess  to  be  Christians,  or  who  have  been  in  our 
schools.  This  morning  the  meeting  continued  an  hour  and  a  half, 
and  was  one  of  intense  interest.  Heartfelt  confessions  such  as  we 
have  seldom  heard  in  Bulgaria,  and  deep  conviction  of  sin,  with 
humble,  earnest  petitions  to  God  for  mercy,  were  some  of  the 
signs  of  his  presence.  So  far  there  had  seemed  to  be  but  little 
excitement,  and  few  tears,  —  though  this  morning,  emotion  seemed 
too  deep  for  tears  on  the  part  of  some, —  but  a  marked  earnestness. 
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Day  before  yesterday  many  of  the  older  Christians  made  confes- 
sions of  unfaithfulness  and  coldness  in  the  Master's  service.  It 
was  an  intensely  impressive  meetiug.  Quite  a  numbei  of  girls 
took  part.  This  morning  the  students  in  the  boys'  school  took  the 
lead  in  seeking  the  prayers  of  others,  and  expressing  their  feelings 
in  view  of  their  situation.  Some  for  whom  Mr.  House  had  felt 
much  anxiety,  confessed  that  they  had  no  peace,  and  desired 
prayers.  One  of  them  could  with  difficulty  rise  to  speak,  so  bur- 
dened was  he  with  the  load  of  his  sin. 

One  very  interesting  young  man  who  has  made  sport  of  Chris- 
tians, and  for  whom  Mr.  House  was  much  concerned,  rose  to  re- 
quest prayers  for  himself,  saying  he  was  greatly  distressed  on 
account  of  his  sins. 

In  our  school — the  girls'  boarding-school— there  has  not 
seemed  to  be  so  much  intense  feeling,  but  great  promptness  in 
deciding  to  live  for  God.  One  says :  "  My  heart  is  now  an  empty 
vessel,  and  I  am  waiting  for  God  to  fill  it  with  love  to  him.  I 
know  my  sins  are  forgiven,  and  I  am  at  peace."  Another  says 
very  calmly,  but  with  earnestness  in  her  tone,  "  I  know  that  I  am 
a  Christian  now."  Others  have,  we  trust,  "  passed  from  death  unto 
life;"  some  of  the  previously  Christian  girls  have  been  blessed, 
while  others  are  still  under  a  cloud.  Little  P.  was  in  the  meeting 
last  evening,  and  said,  bursting  into  tears,  "  I  feel  that  I  am  a 
great  sinner."  Then  she  related  what  Mr.  House  had  told  her  of 
a  little  girl  who  learned  to  love  her  Saviour,  and  she  wanted  me 
to  pray  that  she  might  become  a  Christian.  All  the  girls  are  very 
tender,  even  those  who  have  come  in  this  year,  although  no  effort 
had  been  made  to  induce  them  to  attend  the  meetings.  They  have 
gone  in  the  morning,  because  they  wished  to  do  so. 

On  Sunday,  March  4th,  Miss  Maltbie  wrote:  — 

Last  night  we  five  teachers  —  two  Americans  and  three  Bulga- 
rians, the  teachers  of  the  girls'  school  —  met,  as  usual,  in  our 
Saturday  evening  teachers'  prayer-meeting.  Mr.  House  had 
preached  in  the  afternoon  the  preparatory  lecture  on  self-exam- 
ination. It  seemed  to  us,  as  we  talked  about  it,  that  God  had 
ignored  our  feeble  services,  and  was  marching  on  far  ahead  of  any 
means  his  servants  had  used,  and  thus  had  led  us  to  feel  how 
entirely  unprepared  we  were  to  be  used  by  the  Holy  Spirit;  and  I 
think  the  cry  of  our  hearts  was,  "  Cleanse  me,  O  God,  and  grant 
me  the  joy  of  being  a  very  little  help  to  some  souls."  This  morn- 
ing's prayer-meeting  continued  nearly  two  hours — if  possible,  a 
still  more  solemn  one  than  that  of  yesterday.  Two  or  three  ex- 
press the  hope  that  they  are  now  saved.    At  ten  in  the  morning 
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Mr.  Tsanoff,  one  of  the  Bulgarian  professors,  preached  from  Phil, 
i.  29.  We  soon  felt  that  the  Holy  Spirit  had  a  message  for  each  one 
of  our  souls.  Oh,  it  is  a  great  privilege  to  be  here  now !  The 
communion  service  was  exceedingly  impressive,  and  the  mission- 
ary concert,  which  immediately  followed,  was  also  very  interesting. 
Mr.  House  gave  an  account  of  the  wonderful  revival  in  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  in  connection  with  the  labors  of  Rev.  Titus  Coan, 
and  then  three  of  our  girls  expressed  the  joy  of  their  new-found 
hope  in  Christ. 

Monday.—  Most  of  the  girls  think  they  are  Christians  already ; 
but  with  more  light  they  will  understand  themselves  better.  They 
are  all  very  tender.  We  can  hardly  speak  to  any  of  them  without 
seeing  the  moist  eye,  but  there  has  been  very  little  weeping.  We  had 
more  evidence  than  ever  in  our  meeting  this  morning,  that  God  is 
doing  a  deep  work  in  the  hearts  of  Christians.  One  spoke  with 
very  great  earnestness,  and  in  tears,  of  his  sorrow  that  he  had  not 
been  more  in  earnest  for  his  father's  salvation,  and  begged  those 
who  had  near  relatives  still  living,  to  be  faithful  to  their  souls. 
Several  of  the  students  expressed  their  determination  to  com- 
mence now  the  Christian  life.  Not  many  besides  the  Protestant 
families  come  yet,  but  the  fire  must  spread.  We  are  asking  God 
for  this  city,  and  wish  we  could  have  faith  for  the  Prince  and  his 
ministry.  To-morrow  is  to  be  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer;  it 
seems  plain  that  God  would  have  us  humble  ourselves  as  we  have 
not  yet  done  before  him. 

Wednesday. —  I  can  never  tell  you  what  a  wonderful  day  yes- 
terday was.  There  was  never  such  a  "Fast  Day"  before  in 
Samokov.  The  boys'  school-room  was  crowded  as  full  as  possible, 
and  it  was  evident  that  God  carried  out  his  own  plan  in  all  the 
work,  it  was  so  different  from  man's  planning.  One  who  was 
formerly  a  professing  Christian,  but  who  had  backslidden,  poured 
out  the  bitterness  of  his  soul  in  angry  words ;  but  he  was  met  in 
such  a  manner  by  the  deacons  and  by  Mr.  House,  that  he  seemed 
greatly  softened.  A  brother  with  whom  he  had  a  grievance  asked 
his  forgiveness  publicly;  and  Mr.  House,  in  his  wonderfully  tender 
and  gentle  way,  besought  him  to  come  to  Jesus  himself;  then,  just 
in  time,  one  of  our  girls  asked  prayers  for  her  father,  once  an 
earnest  Christian,  but  now  a  backslider  and  intemperate.  Mr. 
House  prayed  most  earnestly  and  tenderly  for  the  backsliders 
among  our  Protestant  friends.  At  ten  o'clock  Mr.  House  preached 
from  Isa.  lvii.  15,  and  1  Peter  v.  6,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was 
upon  him.  The  day  was  not  only  a  fast-day,  but  a  work-day. 
Meetings  were  held  in  every  home  where  all  were  not  able  to 
attend  the  service  at  the  church,  and  some  of  them  were  intensely 
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interesting.  In  the  evening,  during  every  moment  until  ten 
o'clock,  some  one  was  here  to  make  confession,  or  to  seek  help. 
Some  confess  sins  that  have  lain  on  their  consciences  for  years. 

Friday,  March  9.— I  must  tell  you  about  the  glorious  meeting 
we  had  this  evening.  Every  girl  (about  fifty)  spoke,  and  it  con- 
tinued only  an  hour  and  ten  minutes.  The  subject  was  praise, 
and  many  read  a  verse  to  express  their  thanksgiving.  Four  or  five 
who  have  not  yet  a  hope  in  Christ  desired  prayers.  One  of  the 
very  hopeful  indications  is  that  many  are  concerned  for  their 
friends.  I  feel  that  our  work  for  these  dear  girls  is  but  just  com- 
menced. It  is  much  easier  to  start,  than  to  travel,  on  the  road 
toward  heaven.  *  *  *  Of  the  boys,  some  are  still  undecided,  but 
I  think  none  are  indifferent.  There  must  have  been  about  a  score 
of  conversions,  besides  as  many  more  who  have  renewed  their  con- 
secration, and  seem  quite  as  much  changed  in  life  as  the  former. 
*  *  *  This  morning  the  meeting  was  not  quite  so  full,  but  not  less 
intensely  interesting;  not  a  second  o,f  time  is  lost;  the  instant  one 
stops  another  begins,  and  sometimes  two  or  three  rise  together. 
One  after  another  of  the  professing  Christians  takes  his  place 
decidedly  upon  the  Lord's  side.  The  quarrels  are  now  all  settled, 
and  love  prevails.    It  is  glorious  to  be  here  now ! 
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LETTER  FROM  MISS  H.  N.  CHILDS, 

OF   AIXTAB,  TURKEY. 

WOULD  like  to  tell  you  about  Rachel,  or  Rahel, 
as  she  is  called,  one  of  our  little  Kessab  girls  — 
a  round,  rosy-cheeked  little  maiden  in  whom  I 
have  taken  a  great  deal  of  interest.  On  my  first 
Sabbath  in  Kessab,  I  remember  being  struck  by 
her  pretty  appearance;  and  wheti  I  heard  her 
repeat  some  Bible  verses,  I  found  that  she  was 
very  bright  and  quick.  Miss  Proctor  assured 
me  she  was  the  best  scholar  in  the  class,  and 
always  ready  with  an  answer.  Ever  after,  when 
I  went  to  visit  the  little  day-school,  I  found  my- 
self watching  Rahel;  and  while  her  scant  zaboon  and  unci er-f rock 
were  no  cleaner,  perhaps,  than  those  of  her  companions,  I  felt  in 
some  way  as  though  she  belonged  to  a  superior  order  of  beings. 
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More  than  once  I  expressed  the  wish  that  I  might  send  her  to 
America,  to  be  educated. 

The  second  year  of  my  stay  in  Aintab,  Miss  Proctor  and  I  talked 
about  sending  Rahel  to  the  seminary  at  Aintab;  but  we  did  not 
feel  sure  that  her  parents  would  listen  for  a  moment  to  such  a  pro- 
posal, notwithstanding  her  father  was  one  of  the  more  advanced 
Protestants.  In  July  last,  Rahel  finished  the  course  of  study  in 
the  preparatory  school,  and  received  her  diploma.  While  I  was 
visiting  in  Mt.  Lebanon,  Miss  Proctor  made  special  effort  to  win 
the  consent  of  her  parents  to  send  her  to  school.  When  I  re- 
turned, the  first  of  August,  Miss  Proctor  looked  upon  the  case  as 
very  doubtful.  All  we  required  of  the  family  was  that  they  should 
furnish  Rahel  with  books  and  clothes,  which  they  are  abundantly 
able  to  do.  They  shared  the  feeling  so  generally  expressed  among 
ignorant  mountaineers,  that  too  much  schooling  is  injurious  to  a 
girl,  and  think  that  if  she  goes  away  from  home  and  becomes  edu- 
cated, she  will  never  be  willing  afterward  to  do  any  housework, 
or,  better  expressed,  perhaps,  take  her  place  as  drudge  in  the 
family. 

The  summer  wore  away,  giving  place  to  early  fall  and  the  last 
of  September ;  the  time  for  the  girls  to  leave  Kessab  had  come.  I 
was  to  leave  a  week  earlier,  to  meet  some  friends  who  were  coming 
from  Constantinople.  One  afternoon,  when  I  had  about  finished 
packing  the  last  boxes  for  the  journey,  Miss  Proctor  proposed  that 
we  go  up  to  the  village,  and  make  one  more  attempt  to  secure 
Rahel.  We  did  so ;  and  when  we  reached  the  house  we  found  a  rel- 
ative of  the  family,  who  did  all  in  her  power  to  throw  cold  water 
upon  our  plan.  She  told  Rahel's  mother  that  her  daughter  would 
certainly  die  if  she  sent  her  away  to  school,  mentioning  the  name 
of  a  neighbor,  from  Kalodoran,  who  died  at  Aintab  the  year  before. 
We  hastened  to  assure  them  that  this  was  the  only  death  that  had 
occurred  since  the  establishing  of  the  school,  and  that  Rahel  would 
be  much  more  liable  to  be  taken  ill  and  die  if  she  stayed  in  her 
miserable  home. 

When  the  mother  saw  that  we  were  in  earnest  —  poor,  weak 
woman  that  she  is  —  she  began  to  cry,  and  to  accuse  us  of  trying 
to  tear  Rahel  away  from  us.  We  told  her  that  it  was  for  Rahel's 
good  that  we  were  urging  the  matter,  and  said  an  unselfish  mother 
would  look  forward  to  the  coming  years,  and  consider  the  future 
good  of  the  child.  Rahel,  seeing  her  mother  cry,  took  sides  with 
her,  making  it  very  hard  indeed  for  us.  While  Miss  Proctor  was 
urging  the  matter  I  bethought  myself  of  Osanna,  a  bright,  attract- 
ive girl,  a  graduate  of  the  seminary,  who  had  come  to  Kessab  to 
open  a  school.    She  is  a  sweet  Christian  character,  and  I  thought 
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her  happy  face  and  earnest  testimony  regarding  the  seminary  home, 
would  do  more  for  our  cause  than  any  amount  of  talking  on  our 
part.  I  ran  home  and  brought  Osanna,  telling  her  she  must  plead 
well  for  us,  and  not  give  the  unreasonable  mother  and  neighbor 
time  to  put  in  a  word.  To  this  Osanna  willingly  assented;  and 
taking  her  seat  on  the  floor,  nearer  to  Rahel  and  her  mother  than 
we  could  get,  she  said  so  much  for  Aintab,  we  felt  this  was  the 
best  stroke  yet  made.  We  thought  we  should  win  the  day.  We 
had  before  pleaded  with  Rahel's  two  brothers,  and  they  had  prom- 
ised to  help  us.  The  father  had  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  if  his 
wife  was  willing,  Rahel  should  go.  We  went  home  and  prayed 
about  the  matter.  One  of  the  brothers  was  to  give  us  an  answer 
that  evening.  As  we  sat  writing  in  our  little  sitting-room,  about 
eight  o'clock  word  came  that  Rahel  could  go,  and  we  went  to  bed 
happy. 

The  next  morning  early,  when  I  went  out  to  see  my  boxes  off 
for  Antioch,  I  saw  Rahel's  father  among  the  men  assembled  in  the 
yard,  and  told  him  we  were  very  glad  to  learn  his  decision,  and 
that  we  must  cut  Rahel's  dresses  that  day.  This  was  Thursday, 
and  Miss  Proctor  and  I  were  to  leave  for  Antioch  the  next  morn- 
ing.   With  rather  a  shamed  face  the  father  replied :  — 

"Rahel's  mother  cried  nearly  all  night  long,  and  she  is  very 
unwilling  to  have  her  go." 

My  spirits  fell,  but  I  was  determined  not  to  yield,  and  said,  "You 
are  her  father,  and  it  is  for  you  to  say  whether  she  shall  go  or  not." 

He  did  not  look  displeased  at  this,  and  I  kept  urging  the  point 
till  he  gave  me  permission  to  go  with  his  son  Badros  and  buy  the 
material  for  Rahel's  dresses.  Before  breakfast  we  had  the  ma- 
terial in  the  house,  and  directly  after  I  cut  out  the  lining  of  one  of 
them,  and  sent  for  Rahel  to  come  and  try  it  on.  I  found  she  had 
gone  home,  and  when  one  of  the  little  girls  went  for  her,  she  sent 
word  that  she  was  not  coming;  she  did  not  want  to  go  to  Aintab. 
I  thought  to  myself,  this  will  never  do.  The  clothes  were  bought, 
and  the  waist  ready  to  try  on,  and  so,  taking  the  pin-ball  and  lin- 
ing, I  went  up  to  Rahel's  house.  When  she  and  her  mother 
saw  me  coming,  they  both  began  to  cry,  and  the  mother,  in  no 
pleasant  tone,  asked :  —  * 

"Who  said  Rahel  could  go  to  Aintab?" 

"  I  told  her  she  might  go,"  said  the  father,  who  was  busy  with 
his  carpenter's  work  in  the  same  room. 

The  poor,  weak  woman,  finding  her  case  so  much  weakened, 
continued  to  cry  and  mumble  to  herself. 

As  I  looked  about  the  miserable,  cheerless  hut,  I  took  fresh 
courage,  and  pleaded  as  earnestly  as  I  knew  how  that  the  mother 
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should  not  allow  her  selfish  feelings  to  stand  in  the  way  of  her 
daughter's  good.  But  all  to  no  purpose.  She  was  very  stubborn 
and  unreasonable.  With  patience  nearly  exhausted  I  went  down 
the  stairs,  saying  to  Rahel :  — 

"  Come,  I  am  ready  to  try  on  your  dress;  I  am  waiting  for  work." 

"  You  go,  and  she  shall  follow,"  said  her  father. 

I  went  out,  and  presently  turned  around  to  find  that  Rahel  was 
following  me.  So  far  victorious,  I  exerted  myself  to  the  utmost  to 
cheer  her  during  our  walk,  telling  her  how  happy  she  would  soon 
be,  and  trying  to  impress  upon  her  what  a  blessing  she  might 
be  to  her  parents  in  after  years,  if  she  went  to  Aintab.  She  lis- 
tened in  dumb  silence,  followed  me  up  to  my  room,  and,  with  no 
very  pleasant  face,  allowed  me  to  fit  the  lining.  I  talked  as  fast  as 
I  could,  joking  sometimes,  to  divert  her  mind  from  herself.  I  al- 
most trembled  at  every  pin  I  put  into  my  work,  for  fear  she  would 
suddenly  release  herself,  and  fly  from  me.  The  waist  fitted,  I  took 
her  down  stairs,  showed  her  the  bright  dress  materials,  and  held 
up  the  princess  pattern  I  was  about  to  use.  This  had  the  desired 
effect,  and  the  hitherto  morose  expression  of  countenance  gave 
place  to  something  resembling  a  smile.  I  had  taken  the  right 
course,  and  I  told  her  I  should  want  her  to  stay  with  me  all  day, 
and  there  would  be  sewing  ready  for  her  soon. 

By  this  time  it  was  nearly  noon,  and  I  began  to  have  misgivings, 
lest  the  dress  would  not  be  ready  to  finish  off  at  night.  Twelve 
o'clock  came,  and  I  captured  a  bowl  of  bread  and  milk,  which  I  ate 
at  my  cutting-table,  that  I  might  not  lose  sight  of  Rahel.  Our 
girls  came  in  to  try  to  persuade  Rahel  to  take  dinner  with  them; 
but  the  blues  had  returned,  and  she  obstinately  refused  to  accept 
their  invitation,  neither  would  she  eat  the  fresh  figs  which  I  put 
on  the  floor  beside  her. 

*  *  *  By  five  o'clock  the  second  dress  was  nearly  ready,  but 
there  was  no  Rahel  to  be  seen.  She  had  begged  that  she  might 
go  home  to  get  something  to  eat;  and  when  Miss  Proctor  sent  for 
her  to  try  on  her  dress,  the  word  came  back  that  she  was  not  going 
to  Aintab. 

At  this  the  workers  paused,  and  we  looked  at  each  other  in 
despair.  Thursday  nfght  —  our  road-boxes  to  pack,  and  our  long 
day's  work  evidently  in  vainf  We  gathered  up  the  cuttings,  and 
laid  the  dresses  away,  too  weary  and  discouraged  to  think  further 
on  the  subject.  Friends  came  in  for  good-bye  calls,  but  not  a 
word  from  Rahel. 

The  next  morning  at  seven  we  were  on  the  road.  The  seminary 
girls  were  not  to  leave  till  the  middle  of  the  next  week,  so  we  said 
to  Rahel' s  brother,  who  started  out  with  us,  that  we  wanted  him  to 
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use  all  his  influence  in  getting  Rahel  off  to  school.  During  our 
long  journey  of  twelve  hours  we  talked  much,  but  thought  more, 
of  Rahel,  and  upon  our  arrival  in  Antioch  we  sent  a  note  back 
saying  that  if  one  of  the  girls  would  help  in  finishing  off  Rahel's 
clothes,  we  would  see  that  she  was  paid  for  it.  We  also  sent  notes 
to  Rahel. 

I  arrived  at  Aintab  on  Saturday  afternoon  of  the  next  week.  I 
had  but  just  changed  my  riding-dress  when  some  one  called  out 
that  the  Kessab  and  Antioch  girls  had  come.  I  flew  down  to  greet 
them.  There  was  our  Mennoosh,  Varzoohis's  two  daughters, —  Is- 
koohi  and  Takoohi, —  Baghchegazli,  Mariam,  and  the  other  Mariam 
from  Kaladoran,  two  of  the  Antioch  girls,  and  last,  but  not  least, 
Rahel,  in  her  little  white  sunbonnet.  She  had  teased  her  mother 
till  she  had  gained  her  consent.  When  she  found  that  we  had 
really  left  her  to  herself,  she  began  to  think  that  she  did,  after  all, 
want  to  go  to  school ;  and  if  you  could  see  her  now,  I  am  sure  you 
would  say  there  was  not  a  happier,  more  contented  girl  in  school. 
She  is  very  gentle  and  ladylike  in  her  manner;  and,  what  is  best  of 
all,  she  is  very  thoughtful  on  religious  subjects,  and  in  her  talks 
with  Miss  Pierce  and  myself  she  says  that  she  is  trying  to  follow 
the  Saviour. 

For  the  first  few  weeks  she  was  here  she  was  exceedingly  home- 
sick, crying  herself  to  sleep  at  night.  As  she  became  acquainted 
with  the  girls,  however,  and  accustomed  to  the  school-work,  things 
began  to  look  very  pleasing  to  her.  I  have  often  thought  that  this 
seminary  must  seem  like  a  palace  as  compared  with  her  own  home 
in  Kessab.  She  has  a  bright,  sunny  disposition,  and  I  believe  that 
this  seminary  training  is  just  what  she  needs  to  develop  it.  With 
God's  blessing  what  a  power  for  good  she  may  be  in  her  home. 



§ur  ijjorfi  at  ^ame, 



PERSONAL  IMPRESSIONS  OF  MISSIONARY  LIFE. 

BY  MRS.  JOSEPH  COOK. 

It  was  in  Bombay  that  we  first  met  our  special  missionaries 
of  the  American  Board,  although  we  began  to  meet  missiona- 
ries, and  to  know  something  of  their  work,  as  far  back  as 
Rome,  and  from  there  on,  at  almost  every  place  we  touched. 
—  Athens,  Jaffa,  Jerusalem,  and  Cairo,  —  we  had  a  greeting 
from  these  earnest  workers.  Sometimes  they  were  Americans, 
sometimes  English,  Scotch,  or  German:  but  we  found  in  these  far- 
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distant  lands  that  differences  of  nationality  or  denomination  were 
quite  lost  sight  of  in  the  feeling  of  kinship  which  at  once  asserted 
itself  between  those  who  loved  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  whose  supreme 
interest  is  in  the  speedy  establishment  of  his  kingdom  in  the  ends  of 
the  earth.  However,  I  must  confess  to  a  special  thrill  of  pleasure 
when,  on  the  second  day  of  our  arrival  in  Bombay,  Mrs.  Edward 
Hume  entered  our  parlor,  which  was  already  quite  well  filled  with 
English  and  Scotch  callers,  and  brought  with  her  a  certain  Ameri- 
can cordiality  and  breeziness  of  atmosphere  which  had  not  existed 
there  before. 

I  had  often  seen  Mrs.  Hume  when,  as  Miss  Chandler,  she  used  to 
attend  the  meetings  of  the  New  Haven  Branch,  and  the  sight  of 
her  face  brought  my  native  city  and  all  my  friends  very  near. 
Afterward  I  saw  Mrs.  Hume  in  her  school,  which  numbers  nearly 
one  hundred  pupils,  most  of  them  children  of  native  Christians, 
and  heard  them  sing,  under  her  skillful  leadership,  m  six  lan- 
guages,—  English,  Mahratti,  Hindustanee,  Hebrew,  Sanscrit,  and 
Tamil,  — which  fact  will  show  you  what  a  polyglot  people  the  Hin- 
dus are.  Mrs.  Hume's  indefatigable  energy  and  great  success,  both 
in  teaching  and  in  editing  the  little  vernacular  paper,  which  has  a 
wide  circulation,  and  is  most  useful,  also,  in  her  work  among  the 
women,  were  spoken  of  to  me  by  the  English  and  Scotch  missionaries 
as  something  quite  remarkable.  I  think  that  most  mothers  here  with 
four  little  children,  would  feel  that  their  hands  were  quite  too  full 
to  undertake  outside  work;  but  really  the  little  Hume  children 
seem  to  be  born  with  the  feeling  that  they  must  not  interrupt  their 
parents  in  their  work  any  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Infancy  and  old  age  exhibit  the  spirit  which  animates  all  our 
missionaries, —  that  everything  must  be  subordinate  to  the  work 
that  is  to  be  done.  I  saw  in  J apan  the  venerable  mother  of  that 
remarkable  family  of  missionaries,  the  Gulicks.  Bowed  as  she  is 
by  the  weight  of  more  than  eighty  years,  she  still  feels  that  she  can 
do  something  for  the  cause  so  dear  to  her  by  giving  up,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  attentions  of  her  devoted  daughter,  in  order  that  she 
may  have  time  to  engage  in  active  work.  I  would  like  to  mention 
one  little  incident  that  impressed  us  as  illustrative  of  the  spirit  of 
our  missionaries  in  the  conscientious  use  of  their  time. 

While  we  were  in  Bombay,  our  host,  a  wealthy  Scotch  mer- 
chant, made  up  a  party  for  an  excursion  to  the  Elephanta  caves. 
It  simply  involved  a  short  sail,  and  an  absence  from  Bombay  of  a 
few  hours;  and  the  caves  are  most  interesting  specimens  of  Hindu 
architecture.  When  we  spoke  to  the  Humes  of  having  been 
there,  they  said  that  they  wished  they  might  have  joined  us:  for 
in  the  six  years  they  had  spent  in  Bombay  they  had  never  found 
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the  opportunity  to  visit  these  caves !  It  is  still  related  of  Dr.  An- 
derson, in  English  and  Scotch  circles,  with  some  amazement,  that 
when  he  came  to  India  he  would  not  take  the  time  to  visit  these 
caves,  because  he  was  so  conscientious  in  devoting  all  his  time  and 
strength  to  the  one  purpose  for  which  he  was  sent.  From  Bombay 
we  went  to  Poona  and  Ahmednagar;  and  during  the  twenty-four 
hours  we  spent  at  the  latter  place  we  saw  quite  a  company  of  our 
workers  in  the  Maratha  Mission.  We  were  entertained  by  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Bissell  f  and  although  Dr.  Bissell  looks  frail,  Mrs.  Bissell 
seems  wonderfully  young  and  vigorous,  in  spite  of  thirty  years'  labor 
in  that  most  trying  climate.  They  are  living  entirely  alone  now, 
all  their  children  being  in  this  country.  When  we  left,  se-eral  of 
our  friends  accompanied  us  to  the  station ;  and  it  was  a  pathetic 
circumstance  that  while  the  younger  men  looked  forward  to  the 
possibility  of  meeting  us  in  America,  Dr.  Bissell  said  that  he  had 
no  such  expectation.  He  felt  that  he  had  made  his  last  visit  to 
America;  he  hoped  to  die  in  India. 

Since  my  return  home  I  have  been  asked  all  sorts  of  questions 
concerning  missionaries,  —  their  manner  of  life  and  their  methods  of 
work,  —  showing  that  to  many  minds  a  missionary  in  the  heathen 
environment  is  still  a  sort  Oi  mythical  being.  One  lady,  who  was 
anxious  to  form  some  definite  conception  of  their  habits,  said  that 
she  should  like  to  know  what  they  did  immediately  after  break- 
fast—  whether  they  went  out  at  once  to  the  work  of  converting 
souls. 

I  can  tell  you  what  Mrs.  Bissell  does  :  she  makes  babies  cry. 
Little  children  all  throughout  the  East  are  much  afflicted  with  dis- 
eases of  the  eyes,  owing  to  the  heat  and  glare  and  a  lack  of  proper 
attention  to  cleanliness.  Every  morning,  directly  after  breakfast, 
these  little  sufferers  are  brought  by  their  mothers  for  Mrs.  Bissell 
to  apply  some  healing  caustic,  which  occasions  momentary  pain  and 
an  outburst  of  anguish  from  the  little  creatures.  But  the  gratitude 
the  mothers  feel  at  the  ultimate  relief  of  their  little  ones  gives  Mrs. 
Bissell  an  entrance  to  their  hearts  and  an  apportunity  to  speak  of 
the  Great  Healer.  As  you  well  know,  even  a  slight  knowledge  of 
medicine  is  an  invaluable  aid  to  the  missionary.  It  is  pathetic 
to  read  Miss  Bird's  account  of  the  multitude  that  thronged  at  the 
door  of  her  inn  when  she  was  traveling  in  the  interior  of  Japan, 
after  she  had  rendered  some  slight  service  to  a  suffering  child,  and 
the  sorrow  she  felt  when  she  was  obliged  to  tell  them  that  she  could 
do  nothing  for  them.  It  seemed  to  me  that  there  was  a  great  lack  all 
through  the  missionary  fields  of  the  East,  of  female  medical  mis- 
sionaries, fitted  by  a  thorough  education  and  hospital  training 
here  at  home  not  only  for  general  practice,  but  for  the  skillful 
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treatment  of  local  troubles.  So  little  is  known  among  the  natives 
of  the  healing  art,  that  a  knowledge  of  the  use  of  simple  remedies 
is  almost  indispensable  to  the  missionary  equipment.  But  some- 
thing more  is  needed  than  trained  nurses :  the  special  need  is  for 
special  diseases. 

Our  missionary  ladies  often  suffer  much,  in  that  enervating 
climate,  which  they  might  be  spared  if  they  could  receive  proper 
medical  attention  where  they  are.  Then  you  must  know  that  an 
angel  from  heaven  could  not  be  a  more  welcome  Visitor  to  the 
poor  Hindu  ladies  of  the  zenanas,  than  a  female  physician.  I 
have  been  with  English,  Scotch,  and  German  ladies  into  the 
Hindu,  Mohammedan,  and  Parsee  homes  of  Bombay,  into  the 
zenanas  of  Benares,  Calcutta,  and  Madras  —  and  every  where  I  have 
seen  the  unmistakable  signs  of  disease  in  the  face,  and  have  been 
assured  by  the  ladies  that  this  almost  universal  trouble  of  the 
Hindu  ladies  was  brought  on,  very  naturally,  by  their  abominable 
system  of  early  marriage,  and  consequent  early  motherhood. 

If  you  could  see,  as ,  I  have  seen,  the  smoky  den,  where  we 
would  not  think  of  stabling  a  horse,  in  which  a  girl-wife  who  had 
just  given  birth  to  her  first  child  was  lying  on  a  coarse  rug  placed 
on  the  stone  floor,  you  would  not  wonder  that  there  were  physical 
consequences.  For  one  month  neither  she  nor  the  baby  can  be 
touched,  for  fear  of  defilement,  and  a  low-caste  woman  is  called  in 
to  do  what  is  absolutely  necessary.  This  is  one  reason  why  the 
most  wretched,  comfortless  room  in  the  house  is  given  to  the 
young  mother  during  this  trying  season.  They  are  attended  by 
midwives,  who  are  skillful  enough  for  ordinary  emergencies;  but 
doubtless  the  Hindu  woman  suffers  much  from  maltreatment,  if 
her  case  is  complicated. 

I  know  of  no  more  glorious  opportunity  of  usefulness  for  any 
woman  who  wants  to  make  the  most  of  life,  than  to  fit  herself 
for  special  medical  work  in  the  East.  Those  of  you  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  Methodist  Mission  in  India,  know  that 
Dr.  Thobum,  of  Calcutta,  is  one  of  the  most  efficient,  successful, 
and  far-sighted  missionaries  in  all  the  foreign  field.  He  has 
been  in  Calcutta  many  years,  and  knows  the  need  of  India  as 
thoroughly  as  any  one  we  met.  He  showed  us  the  photograph  of 
his  young  wife,  whom  he  had  married  two  years  previous  when  on 
a  brief  visit  to  America,  but  had  returned  to  India  without  her,  in 
order  that  she  might  complete  her  medical  studies  in  Philadelphia, 
so  important  did  he  regard  this  portion  of  her  education  to  her 
future  usefulness.  So  I  would  urge  all  who  go  to  foreign  fields, 
and  desire  to  do  the  best  service  in  their  power,  to  prepare  them- 
selves for  ordinary  emergencies  of  illness;  while  to  those  young 
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women  who  desire  a  career  of  pre-eminent  usefulness,  I  would 
say,  Fit  yourselves  to  be  the  benefactors  of  your  own  sex  in  the 
treatment  of  local  diseases. 

Perhaps  nothing  was  a  greater  surprise  to  us  in  India  than  the 
audiences  of  fine-looking,  intelligent  natives  who  not  only  under- 
stood English,  but  who  were  able  to  follow  metaphysical  and  re- 
ligious discussions.  I  shall  never  forget  the  audience  we  saw  in 
Ahmednagar  —  of  stately,  turbaned  Brahmins  with  keen,  bright 
faces.  We  understood  then,  as  never  before,  how  sharp  the 
intellectual  weapons  of  our  missionary  need  to  be  in  order  to  meet, 
in  urging  the  claims  of  Christianity,  the  objections  of  these  acute 
Hindus.  There  are  no  foreign  lands  for  infidelity  any  more  than 
for  Christianity  in  these  days.  Infidels  are  carrying  on  aggressive 
work  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  While  America  has  done  more 
than  any  other  country  to  send  missionaries  into  all  the  world,  the 
East  is  poisoned  with  infidelity  from  our  shores.  Mr.  Hume,  of 
Ahmednagar,  told  us  that  only  a  few  days  before  our  arrival  he 
had  destroyed  a  hundred  of  Ingersoll's  tracts  which  had  provi- 
dentially fallen  into  his  hands.  They  had  been  sent  up  from  Mad- 
ras, which  seems  to  be  the  hot-bed  of  Western  infidelity  in  India; 
and  there  the  blasphemous  utterances  of  our  American  infidel  are 
publicly  sold  in  the  streets. 

When  the  North  American  Reviev:  publishes  an  article  bylnger- 
soll,  it  is  read  by  the  educated  natives  of  India,  and  they  conclude 
that  Christianity  is  a  failure  in  the  West.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
they  are  not  always  so  eager  to  read  the  other  side  of  the  question, 
and  at  that  distance  the  relative  importance  of  the  disputants  goes 
for  almost  nothing.  They  would  fail  to  appreciate  the  command- 
ing height  which  Professor  Fisher  holds  in  the  scholarly  world  as 
compared  with  Ingersoll's  contemptible  position. 

Our  missionaries  are  doing  all  they  can  to  counteract  the  evil 
effect  of  these  attacks,  by  writing,  publishing,  and  widely  dissem- 
inating, pamphlets  on  Christian  Apologetics. 

Mr.  Robert  Hume  has  given  special  attention  to  this  very  im- 
portant branch  of  the  work.  Quite  recently  a  letter  came  from 
him  asking  the  names  of  certain  German  authorities  Mr.  Cook  had 
quoted.  He  says:  "Intellectual  activity  is  increasing  in  India  on 
every  side.  There  is  a  strong  growing  feeling  of  national  pride, 
which  extends  to  religion.  Men  say  that  they  want  no  foreign 
religion.  So,  temporarily,  there  is  even  more  of  a  revival  of  in- 
terest in  the  hereditary  faiths  than  in  Western  rationalism.  But 
people  are  glad  to  take  advantage  of  Western  unbelief  to  excuse 
themselves  from  even  considering  the  claims  of  Christianity." 
You  see  from  this  that  our  missionaries  need  to  be  thoroughly 
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equipped,  intellectually  as  well  as  spiritually,  to  command  the  re- 
spect of  their  antagonists,  and  to  wage  warfare  not  only  with 
hereditary  misbelief,  but  also  with  imported  unbelief. 

I  am  glad  to  assure  you  that  so  far  as  our  own  observations  went, 
we  found  missionaries,  as  a  general  rule,  thus  equipped.  Mr. 
Cook  went  to  the  East  as  a  student,  and,  after  the  American 
fashion,  did  not  scruple  to  ask  questions  of  all  who  could  give  him 
information  in  regard  to  the  manners  and  customs,  the  religions 
and  institutions,  of  these  strange  lands  about  which  not  much 
accessible  literature  can  be  had.  He  had  abundant  opportunity  to 
converse  with  specialists  in  all  departments,  with  prominent 
educators,  and  those  high  in  official  and  civil  position ;  and  I  have 
repeatedly  heard  him  say  that  he  received  more  accurate  informa- 
tion on  a  wider  range  of  subjects  concerning  the  countries  he  was 
visiting  from  the  missionaries,  than  from  any  class  of  people.  We 
were  delighted  with  what  Dr.  Fairbank  had  done  in  India  as  a 
naturalist.  This  department  of  study  did  not  interfere  at  all  with 
his  work,  but  was  simply  his  mode  of  seeking  healthful  recreation; 
and  it  has  kept  him  fresh  and  elastic  in  spirit,  as  well  as  body.  He 
has  both  the  physical  and  mental  buoyancy  of  a  young  man. 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  we  were  greatly  impressed  by  the 
happiness  and  invincible  courage  of  the  missionaries.  Indeed,  the 
only  class  of  people  I  met  in  all  my  travels  whom  I  really  envied, 
were  the  missionaries.  Many  of  them  were  more  than  happy ;  they 
seemed  to  have  attained  a  higher  mood  —  that  mood  which  is  in- 
duced by  renunciation  of  self,  and  devotion  to  a  lofty  purpose  — 
that  blessedness  Carlyle  says  we  should  all  aspire  to  as  the  supreme 
felicity,  instead  of  trying  to  satisfy  ourselves  with  the  mere  happi- 
ness which  comes  from  agreeable  surroundings,  the  society  of 
friends,  and  the  gratification  of  our  own  personal  tastes. 

I  was  particularly  conscious  of  this  atmosphere  when  I  met 
Mrs.  Capron,  who  is  doing  a  glorious  work,  in  which  I  know  you  all 
are  interested.  She  seems  to  have  given  up  everything  for  the 
Master,— living  as  she  does  alone,  a  widow,  the  daughters  for 
whom  her  mother-heart  yearns  in  this  country,—  and  yet  you  feel 
that  in  her  case  the  Lord  Jesus  is  true  to  his  promise,  and  that  he 
has  made  up  to  her  eyen  in  this  life  a  hundred-fold.  She  brought 
her  seven  Bible-women  to  see  me  one  morning,  just  as  they  were 
starting  out  on  their  daily  rounds.  Pleasant-faced,  intelligent- 
looking  women  they  were,  from  twenty-five  to  forty  years 
of  age.  If  I  had  met  them  on  the  streets  of  Madura  I  think 
I  should  have  known  that  they  were  Christians.  They  all 
look  up  to  Mrs.  Capron  as  their  spiritual  mother,  and  come 
to  her  for  instruction  and  inspiration.     She  seems  to  know 
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their  needs  and  peculiarities  as  thoroughly  as  though  they 
were  her  own  children,  and  through  them  she  reaches  great 
numbers  of  native  women  —  sometimes  thirteen  hundred  in  one 
month  —  who  assemble  to  hear  the  Bible  read  and  explained. 

But  you  know  the  details  of  this  work  as  well  as  L  It  is  unique 
in  the  zenana  work  of  India,  and  we  heard  it  spoken  of  by  the 
Scotch  and  English  missionaries  of  Madras,  who  make  so  strong  a 
point  of  secular  education,  as  a  work  that  had  been  wonderfully 
blessed ;  and  they  regarded  Mrs.  Capron  as  a  very  remarkable 
woman. 

Dear  friends,  confession,  it  is  said,  is  good  for  the  soul.  I  did 
not  enjoy  much  self-complacency  when  I  saw  the  missionaries  in 
their  work.  I  reproached  myself  constantly  for  past  lukewarm- 
ness,  and  lack  of  prayerful  sympathy,  and  niggardliness  in  giving. 

Ever  since  I  can  remember  I  have  made  an  annual  contribution 
to  missions,  but  it  has  never  been  at  much  personal  cost.  When  I 
saw  the  work  and  its  needs,  and  appreciated  the  sacrifices  our 
missionaries  are  constantly  making,  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  only 
money  worthy  to  be  given  to  such  a  cause  was  that  which  had  been 
sacredly  laid  aside  for  that  purpose,  and  laid  aside  at  some  cost. 
It  is  only  by  giving  at  some  personal  sacrifice  that  we  can  hope  to 
have  our  offerings,  like  Shakespeare's  quality  of  mercy,  "twice 
blessed,  blessing  him  that  gives  and  him  that  takes." 



APRIL  MEETING. 

The  regular  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  in  the 
chapel  of  Park  Street  Church,  on  Tuesday,  April  3,  at  3  p.  M. 

After  devotional  exercises,  conducted  by  the  President,  Mrs. 
Albert  Bowker,  the  usual  report  was  presented  by  Miss  E.  Harriet 
Stanwood,  Secretary  of  .the  Bureau  of  Exchange.  A  paper  was 
given  by  the  Home  Secretary  on  "What  does  Retrenchment 
Mean?"  which  consisted  mainly  of  extracts  from  letters  showing 
the  trial  and  discouragement  the  order  for  retrenchment  carried  to 
so  many  mission-fields.  Mrs.  E.  S.  DeForest,  of  the  Japanese 
Mission,  then  gave  an  interesting  description  of  every-day  life  in 
Osaka,  taking  the  audience  behind  the  scenes,  both  among  natives 
and  missionaries,  and  gave  instances  of  their  efforts,  successful 
and  otherwise,  to  reach  the  hearts  of  the  people  with  gospel 
truth. 

This  was  followed  by  a  paper  by  Mrs.  M.  E.  Logan,  of  the  Micro- 
nesian  Mission,  entitled  "A  Cruise  of  the  Morning  Star."  She 
vividly  described  the  tedious  journey  from  island  to  island,  once 
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encountering  a  calm  of  thirty  days,  the  appearance  of  the  islands 
and  of  the  people,  their  capabilities,  the  progress  already  made, 
and  the  encouragements  to  labor  among  them. 

Mention  was  made  by  the  President  of  the  fact  that  a  deputation 
from  the  American  Board  —  two  of  the  Secretaries  and  one  of  the 
Prudential  Committee  —  were  about  starting  for  Turkey.  Special 
prayer  was  offered  in  their  behalf  by  Mrs.  A.  C.  Thompson.  The 
meeting  closed  with  the  doxology. 


A  new  edition  of  "  Sketches  of  Woman's  Missionary  Societies," 
by  Mrs.  L.  H.  Daggett,  has  just  been  issued,  and  we  wish  once 
more  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  its  value.  It  contains 
sketches  of  all  the  Woman's  Missionary  Societies  in  the  United 
States  at  the  time  of  '  its  first  issue,  and  is  most  valuable  as  a 
book  of  reference,  as  well  as  interesting  in  its  description  of  one 
of  the  special  woman's  movements  in  the  last  quarter  of  a  century. 
The  sketches  in  the  former  edition  have  been  submitted  to  the 
authors  for  revision;  some  inaccuracies  have  been  corrected,  and 
the  work  of  the  different  societies  brought  up  to  a  late  date.  It 
should  find  a  place  in  all  missionary  and  private  libraries.  Copies 
may  be  obtained  by  sending  to  Secretary  of  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions,  No.  1  Congregational  House,  Boston.    Price  75  cents. 


A  VALUABLE  BOOK  OF  REFERENCE. 


WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 


Receipts  from  March  18  to  April  18,  1883. 


MAINE. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


Maine  Branch.  —Mrs.  Wood- 
bury S.  Dana,  Treas.  Harps- 
well  Centre,  "  Willing  Help- 
ers,'^ ;Gardiner,Aux.$31. 50; 
Portland,  Aux.,  High  St.  Ch., 
$261.03;  West  Ch.,$12.25;Cum- 
berland  Mills,  "  M.  C.,".$30; 
Milltown,  Aux.,  $26;  Bangor, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $15,  with  prev. 
contri.  by  Mrs.  C.  G.  Stearns, 
const,  self  L.  M.,  $40;  Rock- 
land, Aux.,  $50;  Bath,  Cen- 
tral Ch.  and  Soc'y,  $30,  $ 


Alna. — A  Friend, 


$482  78 
80 


New  Hampshire  Branch.— Miss 


Abby  E.  Mclntire,  Treas. 
Amherst,  Aux.,  $42.60;  Bed- 
ford, Aux.,  $19.50;  Brookline, 
Aux.,  $25;  Hudson,  Aux., 
prev.  contri.  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  James  B.  Merrill,  $12.50; 
Keene,  2d  Ch.  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$50  const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  Nancy 
B.  Taft.Mrs. Sarah  H.  Spauld- 
ing,  $71;  Newport,  "New- 
port Workers,"  $80;  North- 
wood,  Aux.,  $11;  North 
Groton,  A  Friend,  $5;  Plain- 
field,  Ladies,  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.    Elizabeth  Dow,  $25; 


Total, 


$483  58 


RECEIPTS. 
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Portsmouth,  "Mizpah  Cir- 
cle," $5;  "  Rogers  Circle," 
$40;  Wolfeboro, "  Newell  Cir- 
cle," iu  meinoriarn  Bertie 
Newell,  $75,  $41160 


Total, 


$411  60 


Legacy  of   Maria  P.  Woods, 
Concord,  $1,000  00 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Andover.— Free  Ch.,  $50  00 

Berkshire  Branch.—  Mrs.  S.  N. 
Russell,  Treas.  Pittsfield,  1st 
Ch.  $21.12;  Adams,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $7  by  Mrs.  Green's  CI., 
$2  by  Mrs.  Chalmers's  CI., 
$33;  Stockbridge,  Aux., 
$25;  Lee,  "Willing  Work- 
ers," $70;  Curtisville,  Aux., 
$11,  160  12 

Boxford.- "  M.  C,"  22  00 

East  Falmouth.—  Aux.,  $5.87; 

"  Helping  Hands,"  $3.13,  9  00 

Everett.— A.  Friend,  $1;  Aux., 

$5,  6  00 

Hamilton— Mrs.  R.  M.  Cutler,  5  00 
Hampshire  Co.  Branch.— Miss 
Isabella  G.  Clarke,  Treas. 
Easthampton,  "Emily  M.C.," 
$109.20;  Hadley,  Aux., $26.70; 
South  Hadley,  "Faithful 
Workers,"  $6;  Southampton, 
"  M.  C,"  $15.66;  Huntington 
Hill,  Aux.,  $8.25,  165  81 

Haverhill.—  "  Harriet  Newell 

M.  15.,"  30  00 

Maiden.— Friends,  const.  L.  M. 

Miss  Annie  D.  Wellman,  25  00 

Med  field. —Aux.,  39  47 

Montague.— 1st  Cong.  Ch.,  2  29 

Natick.— Aux.,  20  00 

Norfolk  and  Pilgrim  Branch. 
—Mrs.  Franklin  Shaw,  Treas. 
North  Weymouth,  Pilgrim 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $25;  1st  Ch.,  Aux., 
$24;  "  Wide-Awake  Work- 
ers," $35;  So.  Weymouth, 
Aux.,  $50;  Weymouth  and 
Braintree,  $15.50;  Braintree, 
Aux.,  $6;  Holbrook,  Miss  S. 
J.  Holbrook, const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
B.  J.  Holbrook,  $25;  Brock- 
ton, Aux.,  $80;  Rockland, 
Aux.,  $32;  Randolph,  of  wh. 
$25  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  E.  N. 
Lovering,  $50;  Chilton ville, 
Aux.,  $20;  Marshfield,  1st 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $7,  "May-flowers," 
$6;  East  Marshfield,  2d  Ch., 
$15;  Easton,  Aux.,  $13;  So. 
Plymouth,  Aux.,  $6.50;  Quin- 


cy,  Mr.  Hardwick's  S.  S.  CI., 
$30;  Cohasset,  Aux.,  $5; 
Duxbury,  Aux.,  $10;  King- 
ston, Aux.,  $10,  $465  00 
Norton. — "Wheaton  Seminary 
Miss'y  Soc'y,"  of  wh.  $25 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Elizabeth 
P.  Studley,  55  00 
Salem.— L.  A.  Rhoades,  2  00 
South  Well  fleet.—  Aux.,  11  00 
Springfield  Branch.  —  Miss  H. 
T.  Buckingham,  Treas.  Mon- 
son,  $20;  Springfield,  Memo- 
rial Ch.,  $25.22;  South  Ch., 
$67.23;  "Y.  L.  M.  C,"  $10.75; 
Olivet  Ch.,  *11.50;  West 
Springfield,  Park  St.  Ch., 
$38;  "Helping  Hands,"  $25,  197  70 
Suffolk  Branch.— M-iss  Myra  B. 
Child,  Treas.  Boston,  A 
Friend, $20;  Mrs.  J.K.  Hinck- 
ley, for  work  in  India,  $10; 
A  Friend,  $1;  Berkeley  St. 
Ch.,$250,"Sunbeams,"  $8.53; 
Central  Ch.,  "Young  People's 
Miss'v  Club,"  8140 ;  Old  South 
Ch.,of  wh.$25  by  Mrs.Charles 
Stoddard  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Alice  B.  Chapman,  $377.60; 
Roxbury,  Dr.  Sargent,  $10, 
Eliot  Ch.,  $20.50;  Highland 
Ch.,  of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Day  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Annie 

F.  Day,  $118;  Brookline,"Lit- 
tle  Women,"  Aux.,  $96;  Dor- 
chester, Village  Ch.  S.  S.,  $28 ; 
Jamaica  Plain,"  Wide-A\\  a  ke 
M.C."$15;  Chelsea,  A  Friend, 
$1.50;  Cambridgeport,  Pros- 
pect St.  Ch.,  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  George  S.  Merrill,  $25; 
East  Somerville,  Franklin  St. 
Ch.,  $55.15;  Brighton,  Aux., 
30;  Waverly,  of  wh.  $25  by 
Mrs.  George  Blake  const,  self 
L.  M.,  850;  Watertown,  Aux., 
$30;  Waltham,  Aux.,  const. 
L.  M's  Mrs.  Catherine  Flan- 
nagan,  Miss  Mary  French, 
$50,  "Young  Ladies'  Aux.," 
$40;  Dedhara,  "Dime  Soc'y," 
$2.68,  1,378  96 

Wayland.— "T.  P.  M.  C,"  5  00 

Wellesley  —  "C o  1 1  e g e  Miss'y 

Soc'y,"  '  300  00 

Woburn  Conf.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
N.  W.  C.  Holt,  Treas.  Win- 
chester, "Seek  and  Save 
Soc'y,"  $335,    "Eddie's  M. 

C.  ,"  $25;  Maiden,  Aux.,  $57,  417  00 
Worcester  Co.  Branch.  — Mia. 

G.  W.  Russell,  Treas.  West 
Hoylston,  Au\.,  $10;  Clinton, 
Aux.,  $45;  Oxford,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $25  const.  L.  M.  Miss  L. 

D.  Stockwell,  $25  by  Mrs.  A. 
L.  Joslin,  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Annie  B.  Amidon,  $65;  Ash- 
burnham,  A  Gift,  $1.75;  Gar- 
diner, Aux.,  $30;  Worcester, 
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Union  Ch.,  Aux.,  $68.25; 
-'Woman's  Miss'y  Ass'n, 
$45.50,  $265  50 

Total,        $3,631  85 


LEGACY. 

From  Estate  of  Miss  Ellen  M. 
Whitcoinb,  Worcester,  500  00 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Rhode  Island  Branch.  —  Miss 
AnnaT.  White,  Treas.  Prov- 
idence, Beneficent  Ch.,  $78.14, 
"Foreign  M.  C."  $100;  Ply- 
mouth Ch.,  $8;  Central  Falls, 
Aux.,  $31.75;  Washington 
Village,  $4,  $221  89 


Total,         $221  89 


CONNECTICUT. 

Groton.—A  Friend,  40 
HartfordBranch.— Mrs.Charles 
A.  Jewell,  Treas.  Hartford, 
Asylum  Hill  Ch.  "  M.  C," 
$100;  Asylum  Ch.  Aux.,$l; 
Centre  Ch.  Aux.,  $2;  Elling- 
ton, Aux.,  of  \vh.  $25  by  Mrs. 
Edwin  Talcott  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Caroline  B.  Boynton, 
East  Hartford,  $25  oy  Aux. 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Jeanie  E. 
Kendall,  $60;  West  Suffield, 
"M  C,"  $3;  East  Granby, 
Aux.,  $6,  $172  00 

New  Haven  Branch.— Miss  Ju- 
lia Twining,  Treas.  Ansonia, 
$55;  Bethel,  $42;  Birming- 
ham, $60;  Bridgeport,  South 
Ch.  "M.  C,"  $23.71;  Chester, 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Jabez 
Bachus,  $25;  Clinton,  to 
const  L.  M's  Mrs.  Chas.  A. 
Elliot  and  Miss  W.  Maria  Hil- 
liard,  $51.09;  Cromwell,  of 
wh.  $25  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Latimer,  $47.47; 
Darien,  "Busy  Bees,"  $25; 
East  Haddam,  of  wh.  $25  fr. 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Gillette  to  const. 
L.  M.  Miss  Mary  C.  Nichols, 
$25  f r.  Mrs.  E.  W.  Chaffee  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Emma  C. 
Gates,  $57;  East  Haven, 
$12.50;  Greenwich,  $81.13; 
Kent,  $32;  Meriden,  Centre 
Ch.,  $43;  New  Britain,  1st 
Ch.,  $42.35;  New  Haven, 
DwightPl.  Ch.,  of  wh.  $25  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Thomas  R. 
Bacon,  $75;  Howard  Ave. 
Ch.,  $30.50;  North  Ch.,  $10; 
Third  Ch.,  of  wh.  $15  fr. 


"Young  Ladies'Miss'ySoc'y," 
$55;  New  Milford,  "Excel- 
sior M.  C,"  $55;  Norfolk, 
$50;  Norwalk,$160;  Redding, 
of  wh.  $5  fr.  "Ready  Folks," 
$25  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Ab- 
bie  B.  Sanford,  $35;  Rox- 
burv,  $52.50;  Salisbury, 
$30.90;  Saybrook,  of  wh.  $30 
fr.  "Seaside  M.  B.,"  $39.25; 
South  Britain,  $5  50;  South- 
bury,  $17.25;  Thomaston, 
$38.27;  Torrington,  1st  Ch., 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  F.  Irene 
Pond,  $25;  Warren,  $6;  West- 
port,  $31 ;  Whitney ville,  $50; 
Woodbury,  South  Ch.,  $10,  $1,373  42 

Total,       $1,545  82 


NEW  YORK. 

New  York  State  Branch.— -Mrs. 
G.  H.  Norton,  Treas.  Mor- 
ristown,  $20;  Rensselaer 
Falls,  $20.40;  Arden  Lock- 
wood,  $1;  "Y.  L.  M. 
B.,"  $5;  Oswego,  $10; 
Binghamton,  $29.17;  Alba- 
ny, S.  S.  Easter  Off.,  $13; 
Jamestown,  $25;  Lockport, 


$24,  $147  57 

Cherry  Creek.— A  Friend,  4  40 

Elmira.—  Lake  St.  Pres.  Ch., 

"Murdock  M.  B.,"  10  00 

Troy.— "Desert  Palm  Soc'y,"     15  00 

Total,         $176  97 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati—  V  i n e    St.  Ch., 

"Willing  Workers,"  $35  00 

Painesville. — M.  E.  T.,  2  00 

Toledo.— 1st  Ch.,  "Young  Peo- 
ple's Miss'y  Soc'y,  30  00 

Total,  $67  00 

CANADA. 

Canadian  Woman's  Board,     $166  00 
Total,         $166  00 


General  Funds,  $6,704  71 

Legacies,  1,500  00 

Weekly  Pledge,  4  80 

Leaflets,  9  96 


Total,       $8,219  47 


Miss  Emma  Carruth,  Treasurer. 
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JAPAN. 

A  WORD  OF  CHEER  FROM  JAPAN. 

We  make  the  following  extracts  from  a  small  pamphlet,  or  Easter  Greet- 
ing, recently  sent  to  all  our  senior  auxiliaries  by  the  kindness  of  our  Secre- 
tary, Mrs.  Blatchford. 

TO  OUR  HELPERS  IX  MISSION  WORK. 

Faithful  and  Beloved:  — 

From  these  rooms,  at  75  Madison  Street,  you  are  wont  to  receive 
only  calls  to  more  strenuous  effort  for  the  varied  objects  whose 
necessities  crowd  upon  us.  To-day  we  ask  you  to  pause,  and  join 
with  us  in  rejoicing  and  heartfelt  thanks  to  God  over  the  results 
which,  by  his  blessing,  your  labors  and  those  of  our  missionaries 
have  secured  at  one  of  our  stations  in  Japan. 

Eight  years  ago  last  November,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior  at  St.  Louis,  it  was 
voted  that  our  Board  should  assume  the  responsibility  of  building 
and  furnishing  a  "  Home  "  and  Boarding-School  for  girls  at  Kobe, 
Japan.  A  circular  was  issued  in  December,  1S74  —  whose  earnest 
pleading,  doubtless,  many  of  you  remember  still — asking  you  to 
take  shares  in  the  Home.  We  did  not  ask  in  vain.  Of  the  $6,000 
which  was  the  cost  of  the  Home,  you  gave  us  $4,700,  and  this  in 
addition,  in  most  cases,  to  your  regular  contributions.  From  the 
Board  of  the  Pacific  we  received  $500,  and  the  remaining  $800  were 
given  in  Japan.  Let  your  imagination  wander  back  to-day  and 
trace  this  helpful  stream  to  its  first  sources, —  the  pennies  of  little 
children,  the  dimes,  the  quarters ;  money  given  by  the  trembling 
hands  of  age,  infolded  in  the  prayer  of  faith ;  money  collected  by  the 
active  hands  of  youth,  and  sent  on  its  way  with  zeal  and  hope ;  money 
given  by  fair-haired  children,  with  a  dim  wonder  how  their  shining 
pennies  could  ever  be  made  to  tell  the  "  old,  old  story"  to  those 
who  knew  it  not.  Were  any  of  these  gifts  reluctantly  bestowed 
by  hands  that  would  have  hoarded  them,  or  spent  them  for  lower 
uses  ? 

However  this  may  be,  the  stream  of  blessing  flowed  on.  The 
Home  was  built  in  its  flowery  garden,  with  a  background  of 
mountains,  looking  out  upon  the  shining  waters  of  the  beautiful 
inland  sea  —  a  home  indeed  to  the  teachers,  who  through  these 
years  have  devoted  themselves  untiringly  to  their  chosen  work : 
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to  the  girls,  many  of  them  most  promising  and  interesting, 
gathered  within  its  walls  with  discriminating  care  from  the  towns 
and  villages  around ;  and  a  home  of  rest  and  refreshment,  often- 
times, to  missionaries  permitted  to  enjoy  for  days  or  weeks  its 
atmosphere  of  peace  and  repose. 

The  full  course  of  study  planned  by  this  institution  extends 
over  five  years;  but  as  it  is  not  desirable  or  possible  for  all  to  pur- 
sue this  course,  a  shorter  one  has  been  arranged.  This  has  been 
successfully  completed  by  a  number  of  girls  who  have  gone  out 
from  the  school,  and  are  now  doing  valuable  Christian  work- 
lights,  indeed,  in  dark  places. 

The  first  teachers  were  Miss  Talcott,  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions,  and  Miss  Dudley,  of  our  own  Board.  They  were  joined 
by  Miss  Barrows,  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Interior,  in  the  spring  of  1876,  and  a  year  and  a  half  later  by  Miss 
Clarkson,  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions.  These  four  ladies 
were  connected  with  the  school  until  the  autumn  of  1880,  when  Miss 
Talcott  was  called  to  the  work  in  Okayama,  and  Miss  Dudley  and 
Miss  Barrows  took  possession  of  their  quiet  little  home  in  the 
school-grounds,  and  gave  their  time  to  the  much-needed  work 
among  the  women  in  Kobe  and  neighboring  towns,  and  also  to 
translating.  During  the  next  year  Miss  Clarkson,  with  efficient 
native  helpers,  carried  forward  the  school,  until  in  the  spring  of 
1882  she  was  compelled  to  resign  it,  and  returned  home  for  rest. 
Miss  Talcott  and  Miss  Barrows,  in  this  emergency,  resumed  their 
places  at  the  Home,  and  in  November,  1882,  were  encouraged  by 
the  arrival  of  Miss  Brown,  of  our  own  Board,  who  will,  we  trust, 
in  due  time  be  prepared  to  take  charge  of  the  school.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  Miss  Searle,  a  graduate  of  Wellesley  College,  will  join 
Miss  Brown  at  Kobe  in  the  autumn  of  this  year,  thus  permitting 
Miss  Talcott  and  Miss  Barrows  to  return  to  their  special  depart- 
ments of  work. 

In  December  last  the  school  graduated  its  first  class  of  twelve, 
who  have  successfully  finished  the  course  of  study. 

In  order  to  present  to  you  t.hese  facts  from  another  point  of 
view  than  our  own,  we  give  you  an  account  of  the  graduation 
exercises  taken  from  an  English  secular  paper  published  at 
Hiogo,  a  city  of  which  Kobe  is  a  suburb.  This  friendly  notice  — 
the  leading  editorial  of  the  paper  —  is  highly  appreciated,  not  only 
by  the  members  of  the  mission,  but  by  its  supporters  in  this 
country. 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Blatchford, 

Secretary  W.  B.  M.  I. 

Chicago,  March  30,  1883. 
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From  the  Hiogo  News  of  Wednesday,  December  27,  1882,  the  following 
editorial  is  quoted :  — 

If  the  author  of  that  letter  to  the  London  Times  on '  'Missionaries 
in  India  and  China,"  which  excited  so  much  attention  recently, 
ever  pays  a  visit  to  the  Kobe  Girls'  School,  supported  by  the 
American  Board  Mission,  he  will  probably  rind  reason  to  modify 
his  sweeping  assertions  that  missionaries  in  the  East  despise  their 
educational  successes.  Indeed,  the  whole  history  of  this  particular 
institution  leads  to  a  very  different  conclusion  to  that  so  summarily 
pronounced  by  the  writer  to  the  "Thunderer." 

The  autumn  term  examinations  at  the  school  took  place  last 
week,  and  as  we  were  present  at  the  subsequent  graduation  exer- 
cises on  Friday,  we  then  obtained  some  particulars  of  the  com- 
mencement and  progress  of  the  establishment.  The  Kobe  Girls' 
School  was  organized  in  1875.  In  less  than  three  years  the  press- 
ing need  for  more  extensive  accommodation  rendered  it  necessary 
to  erect  a  large  two-storied  building  as  an  addition  to  the  original 
premises.  This  new  structure  has  since  furnished  the  principal 
school-room  and  recitation-rooms,  while  the  up-stairs  portion  is 
utilized  as  dormitories  for  the  resident  pupils.  Of  the  cost  of  this 
new  building,  $621  were  contributed  by  the  Japanese,  who  thus 
showed  their  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  institution ;  foreign 
residents  of  Kobe  assisted  to  the  extent  of  $208;  and  the  remainder 
came  out  of  the  mission  funds.  Since  these  additions  to  the  build- 
ings were  completed  the  school  has  continued  to  thrive,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  term  just  closed  there  were  65  pupils  on  the  roll.  These 
pupils  come  principally  from  places  south  and  west  of  Kobe,  as  the 
mission  carries  on  other  girls'  schools  both  in  Osaka  and  Kioto. 

The  pupils  nearly  all  board  at  the  institution,  and  in  the 
majority  of  cases  they  are  supported  by  their  relatives.  The 
school  is  conducted  by  two  or  three  ladies  belonging  to  the  mis- 
sion, who  receive  assistance  from  a  couple  of  Japanese  teachers, 
and  several  of  the  more  advanced  pupils  aid  in  superintending  the 
junior  classes. 

Teaching  is  carried  on  both  in  Japanese  and  English,  and  it 
will  be  noticed  presently  what  great  proficiency  some  of  the  pupils 
have  attained  in  the  alien  language.  The  school  course  extends 
over  five  years,  and  in  addition  to  the  usual  elementary  branches, 
embraces  Chinese,  Japanese,  and  general  history;  the  history  of 
civilization ;  algebra,  geometry,  naturai  and  mental  philosophy,  and 
composition.  The  object  of  the  school,  as  explained  on  the  occa- 
sion of  our  visit,  is  to  give  a  first-class  Christian  education,  as  the 
directors  of  the  mission  are  impressed  with  the  idea  that  no  more 
effective  means  can  be  devised  of  carrying  out  missionary  work. 
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In  point  of  fact,  the  system  pursued  at  the  Kobe  Girls'  School 
seems  to  fall  within  the  definition  "  Webster"  gives.  "Knowledge," 
he  says,  "  does  not  comprise  all  which  is  contained  in  the  large  term 
of  education.  The  feelings  are  to  be  disciplined ;  the  passions  are 
to  be  restrained ;  true  and  worthy  motives  are  to  be  inspired ;  a 
profound  religious  feeling  is  to  be  instilled ;  and  pure  morality 
inculcated  under  all  circumstances.  All  this  is  comprised  in 
education." 

As  we  mentioned  already,  the  examinations  for  the  closiug  term 
of  the  year  were  held  last  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  and  on  Friday 
the  ceremony  took  place  attending  the  graduation  of  twelve  pupils 
who  had  successfully  passed  through  the  school  course.  The  large 
school-room  —  a  fine,  comfortable  apartment,  well  ventilated  and 
lighted,  and  furnished  with  matting  and  appliances  for  heating  — 
was  crowded,  although  not  to  an  inconvenient  extent,  by  the  pupils 
and  their  friends.  The  twelve  graduates  were  seated  in  front  of 
the  other  scholars,  and  the  platform  was  occupied  by  the  school 
superintendents,  native  teachers,  etc.  There  was  also  a  har- 
monium, at  which  one  of  the  missionary  ladies  presided,  and  the 
room  was  tastefully  decorated  with  a  profusion  of  flags,  flowers, 
evergreens,  etc.  The  proceedings  commenced  with  a  hymn, 
sung  in  Japanese,  with  harmonium  accompaniment ;  after  which 
one  of  the  native  teachers  offered  a  short  prayer.  Then  came 
the  principal  business  of  the  day  —  the  reading  by  each  of  the  grad- 
uates of  an  entirely  original  composition.  The  subjects  of  these 
essays  were :  — 

1.  — The  Present  Necessity  of  Japan. 

2.  — Morality. 

3.  — Social  Movements. 

4.  — Character. 

5.  — What  Makes  Man. 

6.  — A  Comparison  of  Spring  and  Winter  to  Infancy  and  Old 
Age. 

7.  — Civilization. 

8.  — The  Importance  of  Unity. 

9.  — The  Education  of  Girls. 

10.  — Patience. 

11.  — Great  Achievements  must  Spring  from  Humble  Begin- 
nings. 

12.  — Enterprises  Once  Commenced  ought  to  be  Continued. 

With  the  exception  of  the  sixth  and  eighth,  all  these  essays  were 
in  the  vernacular,  and  therefore  not  understood  by  most  of  the 
foreign  visitors.    But  the  compositions  written  in  English  ex- 
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hibited  such  a  surprising  mastery  of  our  hybrid  language  in  young 
Japanese  girls,  that,  upon  being  assured  the  authors  had  received 
no  assistance,  we  asked  and  obtained  permission  to  reproduce  one, 
as  a  specimen  of  the  graduates'  work.  Of  course  the  reading  of 
twelve  essays  consecutively — and  ten  of  these  in  Japanese — would 
have  been  rather  trying  to  the  patience  of  visitors,  and  accordingly 
when  half  the  graduates  had  completed  their  task,  the  school- 
girls sang  a  song  in  English.  Then  followed  the  remainder  of  the 
essays,  after  which  the  Rev.  O.  H.  Gulick  addressed  the  graduates, 
and  handed  them  their  diplomas.  There  were  other  addresses 
delivered  to  the  graduates  by  some  Japanese;  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Davis,  who  has  not  long  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  United  States, 
assured  the  class  that  the  supporters  of  the  mission  in  America 
took  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  school,  and  in  the  future 
of  those  trained  in  it.  The  proceedings,  which  lasted  about  three 
hours,  were  then  brought  to  a  close  with  prayer;  and  thus  appro- 
priately terminated  the  first  graduation  exercises  of  the  Kobe 
Girls'  School  of  the  American  Board  Mission. 

Miss  Dudley  kindly  allows  us  to  publish  a  letter  recently  received  from 
one  of  this  class,  showing  a  very  good  acquaintance  with  the  English 
language. 

Kobe,  Japan,  Feb.  12, 1883. 

My  dear  Miss  Dudley,— Thank  you  very  much  for  your 
precious  letter;  also  for  the  cards,  which  are  so  beautiful.  I  was 
quite  pleased  with  them. 

When  I  separated  from  you  I  intended  to  write  to  you  often, 
but  I  was  so  busy  I  have  not  been  able.  Though  I  have  not  writ- 
ten, I  have  not  forgotten  you ;  on  the  contrary,  there  is  not  a  day 
that  I  pass  without  thinking  of  you  both  day  and  night. 

I  graduated  with  the  rest  of  my  class ;  still  I  do  not  feel  as  if  I 
was  fully  graduated,  for  I  have  not  finished  my  Chinese  course; 
but  still  I  am  glad  I  was  able  to  be  called  one  of  the  graduates. 

I  hope  when  you  write  to  the  young  ladies  who  helped  me 
some  time  ago,  you  will  thank  them  for  their  kindness  to  me.  I 
am  more  grateful  to  them  than  I  can  tell  for  their  kindness  to  me. 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  in  vain.  I  do  want  during  the  rest  of  my  life 
to  do  all  I  can,  both  directly  and  indirectly,  to  carry  this  precious 
gospel  to  my  brothers  and  sisters. 

Perhaps  you  have  heard  that  Wakayama,  O  Yuki  San,  Nagai 
San,  and  Yukiye  San's  brother,  have  fallen  asleep.  When  we 
think  about  the  death  of  others,  we  feel  that  we  must  work  quickly. 

I  want  you  to  rest  all  you  can,  and  when  you  are  quite  well  and 
strong,  then  please  come  back  as  soon  as  you  can. 
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We  are  waiting  for  you.  Please  give  my  love  to  your  friends. 
Your  loving  daughter, 

Fuji  Koka. 

One  of  the  younger  girls,  who  has  been  suffering  greatly  with  her  eyes  for 
a  year  or  so,  but  hopes  to  be  able  to  complete  her  course,  writes :  — 

The  first  class  girls  have  graduated,  but  our  graduation  will  be 
more  than  two  years  from  now.    Dear  mother,  isn't  that  too  long? 

Pray  for  me,  that  in  the  meantime  the  Lord  will  give  just  those 
things  which  I  need  for  my  present  and  future  life. 


PEN  PICTURES  FROM  PONAPE. 

We  are  permitted  to  take  from  private  letters  some  extracts  giving  first 
impressions  of  life  in  Ponape.  Mrs.  Houston  describes  the  excitement 
caused  by  the  cry,  "  Sail  ho ! "  and  the  appearance  of  the  "  Morning  Star," 
and  then  their  disappointment  that,  coming  from  the  West,  it  had  brought  no 
mail,  and  says :  — 

We,  poor  children,  comfort  ourselves  by  getting  off  letters  to 
our  friends.  Mr.  H.'s  uncle,  Mr.  Sturgis,  is  with  us  — in  another 
part  of  the  house.  We  breakfast  together;  then,  in  the  common 
sitting-room,  meet  for  prayers.  I  play  our  little  organ,  and 
Albert  joins  in  the  singing.  Our  people  are  so  fond  of  music, 
that  many  gather  on  the  veranda  and  stay  through  the  exercises. 
The  missionaries  take  into  their  houses  the  natives  who  are  going 
out  to  the  Western  islands  as  teachers,  and  teach  them  to  cook, 
wash,  iron,  and  sew.  Sometimes  we  have  two  or  three  of  these  to 
join  us  at  prayers  who  can  read  the  English  Bible.  At  present  we 
have  but  one  domestic,  Henry,  who  is  taking  his  first  lesson  in 
ironing,  this  morning. 

Let  me  take  you  in  to  visit  with  me  a  little  thatched  home  of 
only  one  room.  The  sunlight  comes  in  through  the  reed  sides. 
Not  one  article  of  home  comfort  is  in  it,  unless  it  be  the  native  mat 
or  bed,  rolled  up  to  be  used  as  a  seat  in  the  day-time.  In  one 
corner  is  a  hole  in  the  floor,  and  here  is  a  pile  of  stones,  through 
which  the  smoke  is  pouring,  so  that  you  can  scarcely  endure  it. 
When  the  stones  are  heated  the  fire  is  extinguished,  and  a  bread- 
fruit, yam,  or,  may  be,  a  chicken,  is  surrounded  by  those  heated 
stones  to  bake.  Some  women  follow  you  in,  dressed  in  their  loose, 
flowing  robes,  their  hands  and  arms  tattooed,  their  bodies  covered 
with  a  yellow  paint,  and  a  coating  of  cocoanut  oil  over  all. 

We  took  a  canoe  trip  last  week  around  to  Mr.  Doane's  station. 
He  has  what  he  calls  the  Hudson  River  near  him.  We  went  into 
ecstacies  over  the  beautiful  scenery.  One  morning  we  went  up  the 
river  for  a  sail,  while  Mr.  Doane  described  the  growths.    Oh,  those 
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ferns!  —  ferns  everywhere,  and  so  artistic!  The  training-school 
will  begin  soon,  and  all  will  be  busy.  Every  Friday,  at  3  p.  m., 
Miss  Fletcher  and  I  meet  the  women  for  prayer.  From  twenty 
to  thirty  are  present,  and  take  part  in  the  exercises. 

Mr.  Houston  writes :  — 

As  to  business  (medical  practice),  it  is  prosperous,  cases  coming 
constantly,  from  the  king  down.  Income  moderate.  It  consists 
chiefly  of  yams,  bread-fruit,  sugar-cane,  fish,  and  now  and  then  a 
good  rooster  thrown  in.  The  king  sent  in  a  nice  slice  of  a  big  turtle, 
just  killed,  this  morning.  I  should  not  forget  the  cocoanuts  also. 
"We  are  hoping  that  the  medicines  do  some  good,  even  if  adminis- 
tered by  a  "  green  hand."  Most  of  the  older  people  take  medicine 
with  implicit  confidence  in  the  doctor,  and  ask  no  questions.  But  I 
had  quite  a  time  with  one  of  the  little  children  of  royal  blood  this 
morning.  It  bit  its  mother,  and  kicked  and  screamed,  and.  as 
they  hate  to  punish  their  children,  received  no  correction  beyond 
a  few  cuffs.  One  young  girl  near  here  is  sick  from  being  tattooed. 
What  is  the  homeopathic  remedy  ? 


STUDIES  IN  MISSIONARY  HISTORY. 

1883. 

WORK  OF  THE  AMERICAN  BOARD,  1820-1830. 

BY  MISS  S.  POLLOCK. 

In  1820,  what  were  the  receipts  of  the  American  Board  ?  What 
work  was  the  school  at  Cornwall,  Conn.,  doing?  What  missions 
had  been  begun?  How  many  missionaries  in  each?  How  many 
stations  had  been  occupied  by  the  Bombay  Mission?  How  many 
pupils  in  schools?  How  many  stations  in  the  Ceylon  Mission? 
What  progress  had  that  mission  made  in  schools?  How  many 
stations  were  occupied  among  the  Indians  ? 

During  the  decade  from  1820  to  1830,  what  members  of  the  Bom- 
bay Mission  entered  into  their  rest?  What  hindered  the  work, 
especially  beyond  the  Ghauts?  What  did  the  American  Board 
accomplish  in  India  and  Ceylon  through  the  press?  What  did  it 
do  for  education  ?  What  scientific  calculation  increased  the  re- 
spect of  the  natives  for  the  seminary  ?    At  what  station  in  Ceylon 
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did  the  revival  of  1824  commence?  Did  it  become  general? 
What  classes  were  reached  by  it? 

What  new  stations  were  opened  among  the  Indians  ?  How 
many  were  transferred  to  the  Board  by  the  United  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society?  What  was  the  effect  of  the  invention  of  an 
alphabet  by  one  of  the  Indians  ?  Were  there  any  indications  of 
the  presence  of  the  Spirit  among  the  Indians  previous  to  1828? 
How  did  the  work  begin  in  that  year  ?  What  were  the  results  the 
succeeding  year  ?   What  results  from  the  revival  at  Mackinaw  ? 

How  was  the  way  prepared  at  the  Sandwich  Islands  ?  How 
did  the  work  open  there  ?  What  opposition  ?  What  revivals 
took  place  previous  to  1830?  What  laws  were  enacted  in  1829? 
Were  they  indorsed  by  the  United  States  Government  ? 

What  war  retarded  the  beginnings  of  the  mission  to  the  East  ? 
What  further  reverse  did  the  mission  meet  ?  What  was  the  first 
station  permanently  occupied  ?  What  opposition  did  they  meet? 
What  befell  Mr.  Fisk,  in  1825  ?  Why  did  the  missionaries  retire 
from  Beirut,  in  1828? 

Who  were  the  first  missionaries  of  the  American  Board  to 
China?   What  preparatory  work  had  Dr.  Morrison  done? 

Helps:  "  Tracy's  History  of  the  American  Board;"  "Reports 
of  the  American  Board,  1820-1829;"  ' '  Historical  Sketch  of  the 
American  Board;"  Bartlett's  "Sketches"  of  the  missions. 

The  lessons  for  July  will  take  up  the  work  of  the  Board  from 
1830  to  1840,  embracing  the  following  topics :  Great  Revival  at  the 
Sandwich  Islands;  State  Interference  with  the  Missions  to  the 
Indians ;  Beginning  of  the  Madura  Mission  and  of  the  Mission  to 
Persia. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  BRANCH. 

BY  MRS.  B.  LEAVITT. 

By  invitation  from  the  ladies  of  Rockford,  the  Illinois  Branch 
of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior  held  its  sixth 
anniversary  in  that  city,  April  4th  and  5th.  Much  might  be  said 
of  the  cordial  reception,  the  "  hospitality  without  grudging,"  ex- 
tended to  us,  did  not  the  great  work  laid  before  us  claim  our 
attention. 

The  reports  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the  twelve  associations  of 
the  State  showed  faithful  work  done,  not  only  by  themselves,  but 
by  the  individual  burden-bearers  in  each  auxiliary.  The  Treasurer's 
report,  of  about  $11,000,  was  in  part  encouraging,  showing  again 
of  $1,328.11  for  the  year.  As  $15,000  was  made  the  standard  of 
our  giving  the  coming  year,  great  stress  was  laid  upon  the  fact  that 
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the  call  for  more  money  means  only  new  opportunities  and  wider 
fields  of  usefulness.  Mrs.  Taylor,  of  Rockford,  declined  re-elec- 
tion as  Secretary,  and  Mrs.  Bradley,  of  Aurora,  was  chosen  to  take 
her  place.  In  a  paper  on  "  Our  Debt  to  Heathen  Women,"  Mrs. 
Willcox  made  us  feel  that  we  had  not  yet  discharged  our  obliga- 
tions to  our  sisters  over  the  sea ;  and  as  we  listened  to  the  earnest 
words  of  Dr.  Scudder,  we  were  inspired  to  push  the  work  with 
new  enthusiasm. 

Miss  Dudley,  of  Japan,  introduced  to  us  the  first  graduating 
class  of  the  girls'  school  at  Kobe.  Our  attention  was  directed  to 
"  Mission  Studies  "  as  a  help  in  preparing  for  our  monthly  meetings. 

Mrs.  Xoble,  though  absent,  spoke  an  inspiring  word  to  solicitors, 
and  the  "Object  Lesson"  placed  before  us  was  an  unanswerable 
argument  in  favor  of  tithe-giving. 

The  annual  address  of  the  President,  Mrs.  Case,  was  listened  to 
with  much  interest.  Her  words  were  "  like  apples  of  gold  in 
pictures  of  silver." 

The  uplift  given  by  the  appearance  of  the  delegates  from  Young 
Ladies'  Societies,  was  not  lost  during  the  remaining  hours  of  the 
session. 

The  enthusiasm  of  the  ladies  reached  its  highest  point  when 
Mrs.  Taylor's  Mission  Band  was  introduced. 

Children  are  never  "  too  busy  "  to  attend  to  this  work.  As  a 
last  thought  to  carry  to  our  homes,  Miss  Davis,  of  Quincy,  impressed 
upon  us  the  greatness  of  our  work,  and  the  necessity  of  entering 
in  to  possess  the  land. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  requesting  the  "Woman's  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Interior,  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of 
Joseph  Cook,  to  memorialize  the  Queen  of  England  in  behalf  of  her 
subjects,  the  women  of  India,  that  child-marriages  may  be  forbid- 
den by  the  British  Government:  and  it  is  hoped  that  other  woman's 
societies  will  join  in  the  appeal. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  MISSOURI  BRANCH. 

BY  MRS.   G.  H.  BRADFORD. 

The  twelfth  annual  meeting  of  the  Missouri  Branch  of  the 
Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior,  was  held  Friday,  April 
6th.  in  the  parlors  of  Pilgrim  Church,  St.  Louis.  A  disagreeable 
day  did  not  prevent  a  large  attendance  of  ladies.  The  meeting 
opened  at  10  a.  m.  with  devotional  exercises,  led  by  Mrs.  C  C. 
Scales,  Corresponding  Secretary.  One  thought  pervaded  the  half 
hour  —  our  need  of  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  During  the 
morning,  reports  were  given  by  delegates  of  the  work  done  in 
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various  other  denominations.  Keports  from  the  various  associa- 
tions of  the  State  were  also  given —  most  of  them  encouraging. 
The  following  are  some  of  the  most  important  points  in  the 
address  of  the  President,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Kellogg :  — 

1st.  What  has  been  done  ?  The  world  opened  to  receive  the 
gospel ;  the  Bible  translated  into  three-quarters  of  the  languages 
of  the  globe;  mission  stations  in  the  principal  parts  of  the 
heathen  world;  native  workers  trained  as  preachers  and  teach- 
ers; the  progress  of  Christian  civilization  bringing  comfort  to 
missionary  homes,  and  the  work  at  home  well  organized. 

2d.  What  are  the  present  needs  ?  More  money,  more  labor- 
ers, and,  above  all,  the  Holy  Spirit. 

3d.  What  share  may  we  have  in  the  work  ?  We  may  pay  our 
tithes;  may  go  as  missionaries,  or  train  our  children  to  go.  We 
may  win  others  to  the  work.    We  must  be  much  in  prayer  for  it. 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Guthrie,  for  some  time  acting  as  Recording  Secre- 
tary, now  regularly  elected,  gave  the  annual  report,  making  tender 
mention  of  four  members  of  our  Society  who  have  entered  into 
rest  the  last  year.  The  Treasurer  reported  $1,677  contributed. 
For  the  coming  year  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Interior  asks  for  $1,979,  and  the  hope  was  expressed  that  we  shall 
reach  the  round  sum  of  $2,000.  A  letter  read  from  Miss  Tucker 
gave  a  very  interesting  account  of  the  revival  in  Adana,  Turkey. 
Mrs.  L.  B.  Ripley,  who  visited  Mrs.  Walker's  Home  for  Missionary 
Children  in  Auburndale,  last  fall,  told  of  the  delightful  impressions 
received  there. 

After  a  bountiful  lunch  at  noon,  the  afternoon  session  began 
with  a  service  of  thanksgiving.  Resolutions  acknowledging  the 
long  service  of  Mrs.  W.  R.  Edwards,  our  retiring  Recording  Secre- 
tary, were  adopted. 

The  chief  feature  of  the  afternoon  was  the  address  of  Mrs. 
Purington,  of  Chicago,  to  the  young  ladies.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  there  were  not  more  young  ladies  present. 

 4+¥  ■ 

Pleasant  to  the  eyes,  and  full  of  suggestions,  like  the  young 
folks  it  is  intended  to  benefit,  is  the  little  pamphlet  recently  pub- 
lished by  the  committee  on  children's  work.  Send  to  Secretary 
W.  B.  M.  I.,  75  Madison  Street,  for  "  Helps  for  Leaders  of  Mission 
Bands." 



A  correspondent  in  Ohio  writes :  "  Our  ladies  are  well  pleased 
with  having  Miss  Pollock  as  teacher  of  our  missionary  societies." 
Another,  in  the  far  West,  says:  "  It  was  a  happy  thought  which 
suggested  this  invaluable  help  for  our  missionary  meetings." 


RECEIPTS. 
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RECEIPTS  OF  THE  WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS 
OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  LEAKE,  Treasurer. 
From  March  18  to  April,  18,  1883. 


OHIO. 

Ohio  Branch.— Mrs.  Geo.  H. 
Ely,  of  Elyria,  Treas.  Char- 
don,  for  Miss  Parsons,  13; 
Cleveland,  Euclid  Ave.  Ch., 
of  wh.  18.75  for  scholarships 
at  Sarnokov  and  Hadjin,  5 
from  a  Friend  toward  "10,000 
advance,"  23.75;  Cleveland 
Heights,  for  Miss  Maltbie, 
18.25;  Conneaut,  17;  Elyria, 
for  Miss  Maltbie,  38.21;  Ge- 
neva, 21;  Harmar,  to  const. 
L.  M.  Miss  Mary  15.  Dimond, 
25 ;  Hudson,  for  Miss  Parme- 
lee,  13.44;  Ironton,  9;  Madi- 
son, for  Miss  Parsons,  13.42; 
Marysville,  18;  Oberlin,  of 
wh.  187  for  Miss  Newton,  10 
from  Mrs.  Mead's  Bible-class, 
for  pupil  in  Tirumangalam 
Sch.,  197 ;  Painesville,  50 ;  Ra- 
venna, Aux.,  of  wh.  5  for  sch. 
near  Cesarea,  12.30;  Mrs.  M. 
A.  Woodbridge,  for  Miss  Par- 
malee,25,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Hills,  8; 
Rock  Creek,  11;  Springfield, 
for  Bible-reader  at  Mahratta, 
26.50;  Toledo,  1st  Ch.,"  Young 
People's  Mission  Soc,"  for 
5,000  bridge,15;  Wakeman,i or 
Karaghaj  Sch.,  19.60.  Branch 
total,  $574  47 

Cineinnati,Vine  St.  Ch.,  "Will- 
ing Workers,"  for  "The 
Bridge,  70,  70  00 

Total,  $644  47 

MICHIGAN. 

Michigan  Branch.— Mrs.Geo. 
H.  Lathrop,  of  Jackson, 
Treas.  Allegan.  "Willing 
Hands,"  for  "Morning  Star," 
5;  Almont,  for  Miss  Pinker- 
ton,  8;  Ceresco,  for  Miss 
Spencer,  10;  Cheboygan,  1.80; 
Detroit,  1st  Ch.,  for  Mrs.  Cof- 
flng,  106;  Greenville,  of  wh. 
25  to  const.  Mrs.  D.  Horton 
L.  M., 48.30;  Jackson,  for  Miss 
Hollister,  100;  Young  People, 
1st  quarter,  25;  Litchfield, 
toward  a  L.  M.,  ll ;  Lowell, 
5;  Ludington,  20 ;  Muskegon, 
"  Y.  L.  Circle,"  25;  Port 
Huron,  for  Miss  Pinkerton, 
11;  Raisinville,2\  South  Ha- 
ven, for  Kobe  Home,  13;  S. 
S.,  for  Bridginan  Sch.,  5.67; 
St.  Joseph,  Mrs.  E.  A.  H. 
Grosvenor,  10 ;  Vermontville, 


for    Miss    Spencer,  17.98. 
Branch  total,  §424  75 

Alamo,  2.15;  Laingsburg,5,         7  15 

Total,  $431  90 

ILLINOIS. 

Illinois  Branch.  —  Mis.  W. 
A.  Talcott,  of  Rockford, 
Treas.  Abiiigdon,  "  Merry 
Gleaners,"  6;  Alton,  1st  Ch. 
of  the  Redeemer,  of  wh.  1 1  for 
Sultan  Enfiajin,  16;  "Juve- 
niles," for  "The  Bridge,"  2; 
Aurora,  1st  Ch.,  for  Miss 
Dudley,  29.70,  New  England 
Ch.,  2;  Batavia,  10;  Cham- 

faigti,  Aux.,  for  pupil  in 
amokov,  10;  Chesterfield, 
Aux.,  4;  Chicago,  1st  Ch., 
Aux.,  for  Miss  Patrick,  146; 
Leavitt  St.  Ch.,  1;  Lincoln 
Park  Ch.,  25;  New  England 
Ch.,  for  Miss  Chapin,  8.75: 
Danville,  "Mission  Band,'' 
20;  Dover,  10;  Elgin,  22.70; 
"Y.  L.  Soc,"  for  "The 
Bridge,"  15;  Ass'n  thank-of- 
fering coll'n  at  Turner  Junc- 
tion, 73.60;  Galesburg,  "Phi- 
lergian  Soc,"  for  "The 
Bridge,"  10  ;  Brick  Ch.,  44.61; 
Granville,  "Y.  L.  Soc,"  for 
"The  Bridge,"  12;  Huntley, 
4;  Hennepin,  5;  Lyonsville, 
13.50;  Maiden,.  4;  Moline, 
Aux.,  for  sch.  at  Erzroom, 
15;  "Pansy  Band,"  for  Bridg- 
man  Sch.,  15;  Naperville,  for 
Miss  Dudley, 9  5b;Xeponset,b% 
New  Milford,  for  Bible-read- 
er, 10;  Oak  Park,  for  Miss 
Hale,  32.05;  Oneida,  8;  Oswe- 
go, 5.17;  Pay  son,  19;  Pitts- 
field,  10.50;  Providence,  for 
Miss  Wright,  12.25;  Rock- 
ford,  2d  Ch.,  for  Miss  Dia- 
ment,  184.90;  S.  S.,for  "Morn- 
ing Star,"  15;  Sandwich, 
56.48;  Shabo?ia,"Y.  L.  Soc," 
for  Marash,  7.30;  Stillman 
Valley,  for  Manisa,  20 ;  Sum- 
mer Hill,  for  Marash,  13.50;  . 
Sterling,  13;  Springfield, 
Aux.,  for  Miss  Evans,  27; 
"Jennie  Chapin  Helpers," 
for  pupil  in  Bridgman  Sch., 
19;  Wataga,  15.85;  Wheaton, 
3;  Winnebago,  10.  Branch 
total,  §1,021  41 

Bowmanville,  "Y.  L.  Club," 
5;  Chicago,  177.56;  viz.,  Beth- 
any Ch.,  3.50,  New  Eng.  Ch., 
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for  Miss  Chapin,  53.56,  West- 
ern Ave.  Ch.,  "Y.  L.  Soc," 
10.44,  South  Ch.,  10,  Friends, 
for  room  furnishings,  97.07; 
Tabernacle  Ch.,  Mothers' 
Meeting,  3;  Glencoe,  7.80; 
Greenville,  7.70;  Lockport, 
"Buds  of  Promise,"  for 
Bridgman  Sch.,  15;  Prince- 
ton, "Whatsoever  Band,"  for 
"The  Bridge,"  bequest  of  a 
young  lady,  10;  Rockford,  B. 
E.  T.,  2;  Wheaton,  "Cheer- 
ful Workers,"  for  Marash,  5,  $230  06 

Total,       $1,251  47 

WISCONSIN. 

Wisconsin  Branch.  —  Mrs.  R. 
Coburn,  of  Whitewater,Treas. 
Arena,  Aux.,  6.46;  "Willing 
Workers,"  4.70;  Beloit,  2d 
Ch.,  20;  Blake's  Prairie,  10; 
Elkhorn,  with  prev.  contri. 
const.  Mrs.  Emily  Barrett,  L. 
M.,5;  Ft  Atkinson,  4:  Ithica, 
3.38;  Lancaster,  "Shining 
Lights,"  2;  Milwaukee,  "Mis- 
sion Band"  of  Grand  Ave. 
Ch.,  for  running  expenses  of 
"Morning  Star,"  25;  Platte- 
ville,  16;  Racine,  for  Manisa 
Sch.,  35.50;  Rosendale,  5;  Ri- 
pon,  "College  Soc,  for 
"Bridge,"  5.10;  Sparta,  for 
Hadjin  Home,  18;  Whitewa- 
ter, 50  cts.  Less  expenses, 
3.23.    Branch  total,  $158  42 

Bloomington,  birthday-gift  fr. 
E.  J.  M.  Newcomb,  5;  Brod- 
head,5 ;  Cambridge,  A  Friend, 
4;  Royalton,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Leon- 
ard, 1,  15  00 


Total, 


$172  42 


IOWA. 

Iowa  Branch.  —  Mrs.  E.  R. 
Potter,  of  Grinnell,  Treas. 
Bowens  Prairie,  5;  Central 
City,  16;  Chester  Centre, 
"Little  Helpers,"  5;  Daven- 
port, for  Miss  Day,  10.50; 
Grinnell,  for  Miss  Hillis, 
20.40;  Iowa  City,  for  Miss 
Dav,  6.50;  Lansing  Ridge,  5; 
Lyons,  for  Miss  Day,  31.85; 
Magnolia,  8.33;  Pilgrim,  Bi- 
ble-reader at  Zeitoon,  26.25; 
Branch  total,  $134  85 

Dubuque,  "  Young  People's 
Benev. Soc. , "for  young  ladies' 
fund,  of  wh.  10  is  a  private 
donation,  60  00 


Total, 

MINNESOTA. 


$194  85 


Minnesota  Branch.— Mrs.  E. 
M.  Williams,  of  Northfield, 


Acting  Treas.  Austin,  18; 
Glyndon,  2  of  wh.  a  birthday 
gift  from  Mrs.  M.,  6;  Minne- 
apolis, Plymouth  Ch.,  "  Y.  L. 
Soc,"  for  voung  ladies'  fund, 
25;  Northfield,  for  Miss 
Brown,  24.43;  Owatonna,  for 
Miss  Cathcart,  15.  Branch 
total,  $88  43 

Friends,  for  a  helper  for  Miss 
Collins,  in  Dakota  (trans- 
ferred to  the  "A.  M.  A."),  10; 
St.  Puul,  a  Well-wisher,  as 
an  Easter  offering,  5;  S.  S. 
class  of  boys  (Par.),  1,  16  00 


Total, 

MISSOURI  BRANCH. 


$104  43 


Mrs.  J.  H.  Drew,  3101  Wash- 
ington Ave.,  St.  Louis,  Treas. 
Bevier,  3.25;  Hannibal,  17.15; 
"Gleaners,"  for  Miss  Tucker, 
7.85;  Hamilton,  5;  Lagrange, 
1.40 ;  Republic,  6.25 ;  St.  Louis, 
1st  Cong.  Ch.,  of  wh.  50  to 
const.  Mrs.  J.  I.  Swan  and 
Mrs.  A.  H.  Moore  L.  M's,  59; 
"Ready  Hands,"  to  const. 
Misses  Harriet  Post,  Lottie 
G.  Merrell,  Jennie  T.  Robin- 
son, and  Lucia  G.  Merrill, 
L.  M's,  100;  Pilgrim  Ch.,  to 
const.  Mrs.  E.  P.  Bronson 
and  Mrs.  C.  Helbig  L.  M's, 
50;  fr.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Webb, 
to  const.  Mrs.  M.  Fleuhr  and 
Miss  Laura  Goodell  L.  M's, 
50;  3d  Coii£.  Ch.,  to  const. 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Henny  L.  M.,  25; 
Plymouth  Ch.,  to  const.  Miss 
Ellen  Maunder  L.  M.,  25; 
Springfield,  for  Miss  Minnie 
Brown,  71;  Wright  City,  10. 
Branch  total,  $430  90 


Total, 

NEBRASKA. 


$430  90 


Neb.  "W.  M.  Soc,"  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Hall,  of  Omaha,  Treas.  Ex- 
eter, Aux.,  25;  "Cheerful 
Givers,"  5;  Omaha,  "Will- 
ing Workers,  5,—  all  for  Miss 
Van  Duzee.  $35  00 


Total, 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Huntington, 

Total, 


$35  00 


$10  00 
$10  00 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Sale  of  leaflets,  envelopes,  etc.  $20  40 
Receipts  for  the  month,  $3,335  24 
Previously  acknowledged,     11,507  15 


Total  since  Oct.  22, 1882, 


$14,842  39 


mi  of  th 


JEE  GAM'S  ADDRESS. 

[The  following  address  was  delivered  by  Jee  Gam,  one  of  the  missionary 
helpers  connected  with  the  California  Chinese  Mission,  at  the  ordination  of 
Rev.  C.  R.  Hager,  as  a  missionary  to  South  China.] 

It  was  ten  years  ago  when  our  Chinese  brethren  first  felt  the 
need  of  a  mission  in  China  at  or  near  the  districts  from  which 
most  of  our  brethren  came.  They  grew  more  and  more  anxious 
for  this  mission  when  they  heard  of  the  aid  and  refuge  given  to 
the  persecuted  Christians  by  the  other  mission  in  Canton  City. 

The  first  three  years  we  often  expressed  our  great  desire  among 
ourselves  for  this  mission,  but  never  thought  of  telling  our  super- 
intendent, Rev.  W.  C.  Pond.  Not  a  word  was  said  to  him  until 
at  our  usual  Wednesday  afternoon  Bible  class,  about  seven  years 
ago,  when  the  subject  of  foreign  missions  was  accidentally  men- 
tioned. We  then  told  Rev.  W.  C.  Pond  what  we  so  much  desired. 
He  at  once  approved  of  it. 

Hong  Kong  was  chosen  for  the  seat  of  this  mission,  and  Mr. 
Pond  requested  that  those  who  were  able  to  write  a  letter  do  so, 
explaining  why  this  mission  was  so  much  needed.  He  accordingly 
forwarded  these  letters  to  the  American  Mission  Association. 

Though  the  Association  sympathized  with  us  in  our  want,  yet 
how  this  mission  could  be  established  looked  very  doubtful. 

The  matter  was  left  to  stand ;  but  we  remembered  that  James 
tells  us  to  "  ask  in  faith,  nothing  wavering,"  and  we  know  that  God 
was  able  to  supply  all  our  need,  so  we  kept  on  praying. 

In  the  first  part  of  October,  1879,  I  was  greatly  surprised  by 
the  very  generous  invitation  which  the  American  Mission  Associa- 
tion tendered  me  to  attend  its  annual  meeting  at  Chicago. 

I  shall  always  feel  thankful  for  this,  great  opportunity,  and 
under  much  obligation  to  the  Association  for  this  kind  offer,  when 
I  could  press  the  needs  of  our  Chinese  to  our  Eastern  friends. 

I  started  for  the  East,  but  thought  nothing  of  this  Hong  Kong 
Mission  until  at  the  annual  meeting,  when  I  felt  moved  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  make  an  earnest  plea  for  this  Hong  Kong  Mission.  I  also 
spoke  for  this  mission  at  all  the  meetings  I  attended  while  East. 

After  each  meeting  my  hope  was  made  stronger  by  the  kind 
words  of  many  Christian  friends  for  the  many  promise^  helps.  In 
fact,  many  of  these  promises  have  been  made  good. 

Since  that  time  Mr.  Pond  and  our  Chinese  brethren  have  oc- 
casionally reminded  the  American  Mission  Association. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  August,  1882  (the  same  day  the 
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Chinese  Kestriction  Bill  went  into  effect),  the  good  news  came 
through  our  superintendent  that  the  American  Board  had  con- 
sented to  establish  the  Hong  Kong  Mission. 

Oh,  how  my  heart  filled  to  overflowing  —  went  out  to  God  in 
thanksgiving  and  in  praise !  Immediately  we  called  the  brethren, 
to  tell  them  the  good  news.  Christ  has  told  us  to  ask,  and  we  shall 
receive ;  yet  when  this  ten  years'  prayer  was  answered  it  seemed 
almost  too  much  to  believe,  and  we  are  here  this  evening  to  praise 
God  once  more  for  his  love  to  us  and  our  benighted  countrymen 
in  China. 

And  now  why  we  so  earnestly  desired  this  mission  ?  and  why 
Hong  Kong  is  chosen  rather  than  any  other  city  ?  In  reply  to  this 
question,  let  me  tell  you  that  a  true  Chinese  Christian  teacher  has 
the  same  desires  as  any  other  Christian.  As  soon  as  he  is  enlight- 
ened by  the  light  of  the  blessed  gospel,  he  wishes  others  to  have 
the  peace  which  Jesus  alone  can  give.  He  looks  at  the  wide  field 
before  him,  and  feels  as  so  many  have  felt  — that  "the  harvest 
truly  is  plenteous,  but  the  laborers  are  few."  Naturally  his  heart 
goes  out  to  China,  his  native  land,  and  he  thinks  of  his  own  dear 
relations  and  friends  without  Christ  and  without  hope  in  the 
world.  Do  you,  then,  wonder  why  we  so  intensely  yearn  for  this 
mission  ?  Having  Hong  Kong  for  headquarters,  missionaries  and 
teachers  can  be  sent  from  there  to  preach  and  teach  in  the  villages 
from  which  our  young  men  come.  Besides  this,  the  English 
language  is  used  more  in  Hong  Kong  than  in  any  other  part  of 
China ;  and  the  Chinese  living  there,  or  those  visiting  that  place, 
could  not  be  reached  in  a  more  efficient  manner  than  by  opening 
the  same  kind  of  free  schools  for  them  that  you  have  opened  for 
us  here.  They  feel  that  they  need  to  know  the  English  language. 
Of  course  there  are  public  schools,  where  both  the  English  and 
Chinese  languages  are  taught  by  the  British  Government,  but  all 
have  their  sessions  in  the  daytime ;  consequently  the  children  are 
the  only  ones  benefited  by  these  schools.  There  remains  the 
laboring-class  unreached.  If  a  free  evening  school  is  opened  I 
have  no  doubt  that  much  good  could  be  done  among  them. 

Moreover,  Hong  Kong  is  a  great  highway  to  all  foreign  ports, 
especially  San  Francisco.  Through  Hong  Kong  nearly  all  the 
Chinese  in  the  United  States  have  come,  and  will  return.  If  a 
general  mission  could  be  established  at  this  port,  much  co-oper- 
ating work  could  be  accomplished  between  our  missions  here  and 
that  at  Hong  Kong.  Christian  Chinese  returning  home,  would 
receive  letters  of  introduction  to  the  superintendent  of  the  Hong 
Kong  Mission.  This  superintendent  would  have  pastoral  care 
over  them,  and  be  a  very  great  help  in  time  of  persecution.  Con- 
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verts  would  be  made  firmer  in  faith,  and  more  earnest  in  leading 
others  to  Christ. 

We  are  not  only  anxious  to  have  these  few  districts  filled  with 
Christianity,  —  that  would  be  too  selfish, — we  are  working,  and 
praying,  and  expecting,  with  God's  help,  to  be  an  important  factor 
in  leavening  the  Chinese  empire.  "  China  for  Christ  "  is  our  motto, 
and  this  has  been  our  aim  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  will  ever  be 
so.  We  will  endeavor  to  help  with  our  prayers,  and,  so  far  as  we 
possibly  can,  with  money.  The  Congregational  Association  of 
Christian  Chinese,  at  its  last  annual  meeting,  voted  to  give  $500 
toward  the  establishing  of  this  Hong  Kong  Mission,  and  do  all  in 
their  power  to  help  in  the  future.  God  be  praised,  for  he  has 
shown  his  wonderful  love  to  China.  He  is  to  be  praised  for  this 
beloved  brother  who  so  kindly  offers  himself  for  the  Master's 
service.  He  is  to  be  praised  for  the  American  Board,  which  sends 
him.  May  the  Lord  raise  up  many  more  like  workers  who  shall 
devote  their  lives  to  China.  The  Lord  bless  you,  and  go  with  you, 
and  make  the  light  of  his  countenance  to  fall  upon  you,  and  at 
last  may  you  receive  the  welcome  of  your  Lord  — "  Well  done,  good 
and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." —  The 
Pacific. 


From  a  paper  by  Mrs.  Etherington,  read  at  the  General  Missionary  Con- 
ference held  in  Calcutta,  Jan.  1,  1883. 

The  chief  hindrance  to  our  work  arises  from  the  customs  of 
this  country;  and  the  worst  of  these,  beyond  all  comparison,  is  the 
marriage  of  children. 

Those  of  us  who  have  had  ample  opportunities  for  learning  how 
the  health,  happiness,  and  general  well-being  of  the  people  are 
affected  by  this  custom,  must  know  that  all  the  evils  which  igno- 
rance, vice,  and  tyranny  have  combined  to  lay  upon  the  weak  and 
helpless,  this  is,  without  exception,  the  worst.  It  is,  in  all  but  the 
name,  slavery,  in  one  of  its  most  dangerous  forms  —  of  woman  to 
man. 

I  say  deliberately  that  I  am  aware  of  nothing  in  the  condition 
of  woman  in  any  age  or  nation  that  is  worse  than  it.  Tens  of 
thousands  of  the  better  classes  would  be  grateful  for  a  law  that 
would  tend  to  destroy  this  evil.  There  are  twenty-one  million  of 
widows  in  India,  and  half  of  them  were  never  wives.  Some  of 
these  widows  have  said  to  me,  "  Your  Government  stopped  our 
burning  ourselves  with  the  bodies  of  our  husbands,  and  we  are 
now  left  without  a  remedy."  Is  it  any  wonder  that  many  of  them 
take  their  lives,  in  despair,  and  that  a  still  larger  number  seek 
refuge  from  a  life  of  suffering  in  a  life  of  sin?  —  India  Witness. 
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LETTER  FROM  MISS  STARKWEATHER. 

We  make  the  following  extract  from  Miss  Starkweather's  letter  under  date 
of  February  10th. :  — 

Four  of  the  girls  presented  themselves  for  baptism  to  the 
church,  and  sustained  a  good  preliminary  examination  last  night. 
Among  them  are  those  whose  hearts  have  been  tossed  to  and  fro, 
and  their  decision  and  evident  change  is,  we  feel,  but  an  exponent 
of  a  wide-spread  feeling  in  the  school.  We  have  good  reason  to 
expect  as  many  more  will  be  found  worthy  to  receive  baptism  in 
May.  During  this  term  no  less  than  twenty-seven,  quietly,  and 
with  more  determination  than  ever  witnessed  before,  expressed  a 
desire  to  become  Christians  —  to  make  it  personal. 

Two  weeks  ago  to-day  we  were  called  to  attend  the  funeral  of 
a  member  of  a  lower  class  in  the  boys'  school.  The  Spirit,  I  am 
sure,  blessed  it  to  us  all.  The  same  week,  the  brother  of  a  former 
pupil,  from  Kioto,  died  in  Osaka,  and  requested  to  receive  a  Chris- 
tian burial.  This  Mr.  Neesima  performed  most  tenderly  before  a  rare 
audience,  composed  largely  of  first-class  hearers.  This  young  man 
of  twenty-one  years  had  been  supported  in  the  Government  school 
here,  was  advanced  to  the  medical  school,  and  finally  went  to 
Tokio. 

The  foreign  teachers  were  men  of  bad  lives,  and  dissuaded,  and 
then  threatened,  all  pupils  whom  they  found  going  to  Christian 
teaching.  He  was  known  as  kindly  disposed  to  study  Christianity, 
having  good  books  in  his  room,  etc.  He  came  back  to  Osaka,  to 
our  Dr.  Taylor  and  to  the  Christian  hospital,  to  die ;  and  during 
his  sickness,  all  other  helps  and  comforts  failing,  apparently  clung 
by  faith  alone  to  Christ,  and  left  his  testimony  for  the  truth  among 
a  large  circle  of  students  and  physicians  at  the  large  hospital. 
Quite  a  delegation  was  present  of  those  who  in  former  years  have 
scoffed.  One  from  that  school  was  recently  baptized  by  Mr. 
aSeesima.  He  is  quite  a  pronounced  Christian,  and  his  face  indi- 
cates very  noble  possibilities. 

The  body  of  the  young  man  was  sent  to  the  crematory  at 
Osaka,  and  instead  of  a  casket,  only  a  little  pine  box,  six  inches 
square,  covered  by  Mrs.  Neesima's  foreign  white  napkin,  sur- 
mounted by  his  photograph,  stood  upon  the  table  in  front  of  the 
"  pulpit."  It  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  returned  his  body 
to  Kioto  in  any  other  form  except  at  great  expense.  The  real 
ashes,  I  am  told,  were  in  a  much  smaller  box,  with  two  little  bones. 
At  the  close,  all  were  tied  up  in  a  colored  napkin,  such  as  the  Jap- 
anese use  to  wrap  up  all  articles  politely,  and  carried,  like  a  satchel 
in  the  hand,  to  be  placed  within  the  little  monument  to  mark  his 
resting-place. 
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CONSTITUTION  FOR  AUXILIARIES  OF  THE  W.  B.  M. 

Article  I.— This  Society  shall  he  called  "The  Woman's  Missionary 
Society,"  auxiliary  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions. 

Art.  II.—  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  he  a  Directress,  Secretary,  and 
Treasurer,  chosen  annually. 

Art.  III. —  The  ohject  of  this  Society  shall  he  the  collection  of  money  for 
missionary  purposes,  and  the  cultivation  of  a  missionary  spirit  among  its 
members. 

Art.  IV. —  All  money  raised  hy  this  Society  shall  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  for  the  purposes  of  their  organization. 

Art.  V.— Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society  by  the  payment 
of  annually. 
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In  making  devises  and  legacies,  the  entire  corporate  name  of  the  particular 
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1       For  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  incorporated  in  Massachusetts, 
in  1869: 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  the  sum  of  

 ,  to  be  applied  to  the  Mission  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act  of  Incorpora- 
tion, passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  year  18G9. 

For  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior,  incorporated  in 
Illinois,  in  1873: 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior, 

the  sum  of  ,  to  be  applied  to  the  Mission  purposes  set  forth  in  its 

Act  of  Incorporation. 
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